
Village of 
Westchester

APRIL 2025

4

5

6

11

7

12

18

PUBLIC 
WORKS

POLICE
 DEPARTMENT

LIBRARY

GROW

CENTENNIAL

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

FIRE
 DEPARTMENT

From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

This year’s roadwork projects are all planned to begin 

shortly. The timeline of each project will be updated 

regularly online as the schedule may change from 

time to time.  As with any road construction project 

that impacts use of the roadway or one’s driveway, 

notifications are made via hand delivery to each 

house affected to prepare residents the day before 

substantial work is being done.  These notifications 

are left between the doors by our engineers, at least the 

day before work occurs.  This year, the 700-1200 block 

of Norfolk, nearly all of Drury Lane and Canterbury 

from Mannheim to Westchester Blvd are scheduled 

for water main replacement, sewer lining are new 

roadway is scheduled.  Resurfacing of the roadways will 

occur on all of Waterford, Kitchner from Westchester 

Blvd to Worchester and Canterbury from Suffolk to 

Gardner.  Please be patient the work is worth the wait.  

Our engineer in the field can answer any questions or 

concerns you may have while the work is being done. 

On Saturday April 12, 2025 SBC Waste Solutions, 

our garbage/waste hauler, will be hosting their spring 

clean-up collection.  It is a wonderful opportunity 

to do a little spring cleaning of larger items that you 

may have been seeking to dispose of but have not yet 

had the chance to do.  Furniture, carpet, construction 

debris and other bulk items will be accepted if left at the 

curb by 6am on April 12th.  Please visit the website for a 

complete list of items that will be accepted along with 

items that will not be taken, but can be scheduled for a 

special pickup at a later date.  SBC will be sending out 

their entire fleet of garbage trucks starting at 7am and 

items can be placed out the night before or by 6am. 

The Westchester Park District is hosting a ribbon 

cutting for High Ridge Park’s latest improvements 

on Saturday April 26th at 12pm.  New features such 

as inline hockey rink, game tables, splash pad and 

walking paths were installed last year on the West side 

of the park and will be on display in later in April. 

The Westchester Chamber of Commerce in 

cooperation with the Village of Westchester will be 

hosting the annual Celebrate Westchester at the Alpine 

Banquet Haus on Saturday May 17th at 6pm.  This 

year will have a 100th anniversary with a roaring 20’s 

theme. Tickets are available at www.westchester-il.org/

celebrate. Please come out to join us. 

ComEd has recently started their tree trimming 

program as a part of their regular maintenance to 

minimize tree limbs coming in contact with power 

lines.  All property owners in the area being maintained 

will be notified by ComEd directly and their line-

clearance crews are all qualified tree services that will 

be working under the supervision of ComEd.  Please 

note that any notifications will be received by mail 

prior to work being done and if you have questions or 

concerns about a tree branch that may impact your 

local power lines you can call 1-800-EDISON-1 to 

report those issues at any time. 

Westchester is close to launching the WaterSmart 

customer portal, allowing residents to view hourly 

water usage, detect potential leaks and to track your 

water usage.  As this program begins to roll out, 

we encourage residents to sign up and utilizes the 

program to manage use of your water with a number 

of water saving conservation tips.  You can sign up on 

our website to be the first to know when the program 

goes live. 

The 100th anniversary committee are still seeking 

information from longtime residents as they prepare 

for the centennial celebration.  If you or someone 

you know is the longest-residing resident, we want to 

know.  Please send an email to info@westchester-il.

gov with a name, address and number of years living in 

Westchester.  The Village will be honoring this person 

during our centennial anniversary. 
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April’s Business Spotlight shines on 

a local gem of a business and business 

owner that residents of Westchester 

and surrounding communities should 

get to know if they have not already.  

Meet Toyiah Marquis, the talented and 

visionary owner of CAG Wholesale 

and founder of Patch Party Club.  The 

Economic Development Committee 

(EDC) had the pleasure of speaking 

with Toyiah to learn more about her 

inspiring journey and her business, 

located at 10311 W. Roosevelt Road, 

in the heart of our community right 

across from Village Hall and the Police 

Department.  

 

Toyiah’s first business was a boutique 

clothing shop in neighboring Hillside 

that was open from 2006-2009.  While 

Toyiah was disappointed she had to 

close the boutique she did not want 

give up on being an entrepreneur and 

business owner. Toyiah had an existing 

customer base and was able to quickly 

pivot to a new business idea that would 

become CAG Wholesale. CAG stands 

for “Creative Alliance Group” and 

Wholesale comes from the idea of how 

Toyiah wanted to serve her customers: 

offering high-quality products at a great 

value, wholesale style. CAG Wholesale 

is the creative side of the business, 

offering custom apparel, sublimation 

blanks, loose rhinestones, vinyl, and 

everything you need to create your 

own custom apparel. The other side 

of the business is the Patch Party 

Club venture. This is the international 

accessories brand that specializes in 

creating exclusive patches and custom 

patches.  Toyiah’s goal is to have a 

creative or unique solution for anyone 

who is looking to scratch their creative 

itch, saying, “Whether you’re looking 

to craft something unique or spice up 

your clothing, we have you covered!”

One of the reasons Toyiah loves her 

Westchester location and intends to 

stay and grow is the same reason many 

other local businesses have given for 

loving Westchester: “location, location, 

location.” Toyiah’s original Westchester 

location was at 1127 Mannheim when 

she opened CAG Wholesale in 2009, 

she then moved around the corner to 

10311 W. Roosevelt Road in 2019. Toyiah 

believes Westchester is the perfect 

location for her business because it is a 

central location to many surrounding 

areas, accessible, safe, and just an 

overall great place to operate your 

business.

Any customer of CAG Wholesale 

knows firsthand the large variety of 

items and services offered, but there is 

also a uniqueness to their products and 

services that is hard to find elsewhere. 

Toyiah explained that CAG delivers top-

quality products that are difficult to 

find elsewhere, while also offering great 

value.  Some products they sell may be 

hard to find, cost significantly more, or 

be of a lesser quality. “We’re all about 

making sure the customer gets the best 

of the best without breaking the bank,” 

Toyiah said. CAG Wholesale provides 

everything from custom apparel 

and accessories to hosting crafting 

classes. They also have a DIY craft 

space where people can come in and 

use their equipment. The Patch Party 

Club aspect of the business focuses on 

creating custom patches and hosting 

patch parties. “It’s all about bringing 

people together to create something 

special and unique,” says Toyiah. An 

interesting fun fact about Toyiah is that 

she has designed patches for several 

popular 90s musical groups such as Do 

or Die, Crucial Conflict, and Female 

Trio- SWV!

As her business has grown, so has 

CAG’s space. “We started with 2,500 

square feet, and now we occupy 5,000 

square feet. The expansion has allowed 

us to increase our product offerings 

and grow our community,” Toyiah 

explained. CAG has expanded their 

product selection and continues to 

grow the business. CAG Wholesale & 

Patch Party Club’s mission is clear: 

“We’re committed to empowering 

creators by offering the best tools, 

supplies, and inspiration for all your 

crafting needs. Whether you’re a DIYer, 

a business owner, or just someone 

passionate about custom designs, we’ve 

got the resources to bring your vision 

to life.”

Please do not hesitate to visit Toyiah 

at CAG Wholesale and find out how her 

business can help your next DIY craft, 

apparel order, or any other creative 

venture you can think of!

CAG Wholesale

10311 W. Roosevelt Road

(708) 441-9256

Website: https://patchpartyclub.

com/

CAG Wholesale

Patch Party Club

Presented by the Economic Development Committee

BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT
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WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER

All defendants are considered 

innocent until proven guilty in a court 

of law.

25-00633 02/21/2025 

4:37PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

1200 BLK GARDNER RD 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 23 

year old male from Chicago, IL was cited 

for Driving without Insurance, Driving 

without a License and Disobeying a Stop 

Sign. The 23 year old was released with 

a Citation & Notice and given a court 

date at the 4th District Cook County 

Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

25-00675 

02/24/2025 

8:01PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

10100 BLK CERMAK RD

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 

23 year old female from Chicago, IL 

was cited for Driving while License 

Suspended, No Valid Insurance, and 

No Headlights when Required. The 23 

year old was released with a Citation 

& Notice and given a court date at the 

4th District Cook County Courthouse in 

Maywood, IL.

25-00696 

02/25/2025 

9:46PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

1100 BLK MANNHEIM RD

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 

20 year old female from Westchester, 

IL was cited for Expired Registration, 

No Valid Insurance, and Driving while 

License Suspended. The 20 year old was 

released with a Citation & Notice and 

given a court date at the 4th District 

Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 

IL.

25-00733 

02/28/2025 

5:12PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

1000 BLK WESTCHESTER BLVD 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. 

A 35 year old male from Bellwood, IL 

was cited for Drivers License Expired 

over One Year and Disobeying a Stop 

Sign. The 35 year old was released with 

a Citation & Notice and given a court 

date at the 4th District Cook County 

Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

25-00871 

03/10/2025 

9:17PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

1600 BLK MANNHEIM RD

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 37 

year old male from Westchester, IL was 

cited for Speeding, and Driving while 

License Revoked. The 37 year old was 

released with a Citation & Notice and 

given a court date at the 4th District 

Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 

IL.

25-00881 

03/11/2025 

4:12PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

10300 BLK ROOSEVELT RD 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 

26 year old male from Chicago, IL was 

cited for No Valid Drivers Licenses, and 

Expired Registration. The 26 year old 

was released with a Citation & Notice 

and given a court date at the 4th District 

Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 

IL.

25-00888 

03/12/2025 

6:01AM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

MANNHEIM RD & MILFORD ST 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 

31 year old male from Chicago Ridge, IL 

was cited for Misdemeanor Speeding, 

Suspended Registration, and No Valid 

Insurance. The 31 year old was released 

with a Citation & Notice and given 

a court date at the 4th District Cook 

County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

25-00937 

03/15/2025 

6:52PM 

UNLAWFUL POSSESSION  OF WEAPON 

CERMAK RD & MANNHEIM RD

WPD Officers were dispatched to the 

area of Balmoral Avenue and Kent Street 

following a report of reckless driving 

involving a firearm. Upon locating 

the suspect vehicle, officers—assisted 

by neighboring law enforcement 

agencies—conducted a traffic stop 

leading to the arrest of a 37-year-old 

male from Cicero. The individual was 

taken into custody without incident 

and has been charged with Aggravated 

Unlawful Possession of a Weapon 

and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly 

Weapon. Fortunately, no injuries were 

reported during the incident. The 37- 

year old was transported to Maybrook 

Courthouse for a bond hearing. The 

investigation remains ongoing.

Now more than ever, we all need to 

stay alert and cautious when it comes 

to protecting our personal information. 

Scammers are getting more creative 

and more deceptive—reaching out 

through phone calls, emails, and even 

text messages. Unfortunately, it’s often 

our senior residents—our lifeline to the 

past and a wealth of wisdom for future 

generations—who are targeted the most.

I take it personally every time I hear that 

one of our residents has been scammed 

out of their life savings or even a few 

thousand dollars due to false information 

or fraudulent promises. Just last month 

alone, I received three scam texts from 

fake numbers claiming I owed money 

for tolls or that the DMV needed more 

information, threatening my driver’s 

license.

What really concerns me are cases 

where a senior is approached at their 

home by someone claiming they can 

make quick repairs, only to then meet 

that person at the bank for payment. 

Please—only hire contractors with solid 

references and never pay in cash or let a 

stranger into your home. Always pay by 

a more protected and trackable form of 

payment such as a check or credit card, 

get a receipt, and be cautious of anyone 

who wants to meet you at the bank.

On many occasions, while driving 

through the Village, I’ve stopped when 

I see contractor or landscaper vehicles 

and checked in to make sure everything 

is okay. I’ve also verified that companies 

operating in the area are licensed and 

legitimate.

Some of the Biggest Types of Scams:

• Someone posing as an official 
from your bank asking for personal 

information (Always call your bank 

directly and speak to a supervisor)

Impersonators pretending to be from:

• Medicare
• IRS
• Social Security
• Technical Support
• Fake Charities

• Lottery or Prize Notifications
• Investment Opportunities
• Government Agencies
• Family members or relatives asking for 

money

When in doubt:

DELETE IT. DISREGARD IT. DO NOT 

RESPOND.

Instead, contact the Westchester Police 

Department by dialing 911 and report it.

Stay safe,

Chief Daniel Babich

This April, Don’t Be Fooled!

This is not a comprehensive list. Please visit www.westchester-il.org/blotter for more information.

POLICE
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Village branch collection for April will be the week of the 7th – 11th  

May’s collection will be the week of May 5th – 9th

June’s collection will be the week of June 2nd – 6th 

The Public Works Department will collect branches the first full working week of every 

month (April-November)

• All brush must be put out on the front parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated collection 
day. Branches can be up to 7 feet in length and stacked with the butt ends facing the street in 

the same direction. If not stacked properly, a “restack” notice will be left.

• Again, please put ALL brush out on your designated collection day and Public Works 
crews will determine what constitutes an open load, which will be picked up later in the 

week.

• An open load would include any brush that will not fit through the chipper such as logs, 
stumps, and large limbs. These must be cut for one man to lift. Dirt must be removed from 

any root balls for pickup. 

• Public Works Crews will only pass through a designated pickup area once due to time, 
scheduling, and other workload responsibilities.

Landscapers & tree services are responsible for their own brush disposal.

Please note the following schedule for branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim Rd west to Wolf Rd and from Canterbury St south to Windsor 

Dr-including both sides of Windsor Dr. Also Waterford, Waverly, Camelot and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt Rd south to Cermak Rd-from Gardner Rd west to Mannheim Rd.

WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt Rd north to the expressway and from Gardner Rd west to 

Mannheim Rd. Also, Roosevelt Rd south to Canterbury St from Haase Ave west to Heidorn 

Ave.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west to Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 31st Street.   

Weekly yard waste collection by S.B.C. will begin on your first regular collection day in 

April.

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 312-522-1115  s b c w a s t e s o l u t i o n s . c o m /

westchester  

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard waste was at the curb by 6am but was not collected 
by 6pm on your regular day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that will not fit in your receptacle (couch, chair, table, 
etc.,) at the curb every week for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly to inform them of large 

items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at no 
additional charge, including household chemicals, automotive products, paint products, 

garden chemicals, universal materials, batteries, long fluorescent lightbulbs, and swimming 

pool chemicals. This separate collection must be pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Street Parking Restrictions

As of April 1st, snow parking restrictions are lifted and street maintenance parking 

restrictions go into effect. Please check the signs at the ends of your block or check the 

Village website so you don’t receive a ticket! These restrictions are for one side of the street, 

once a week, 7am-3pm.

Westchester Tree Replacement Program

1. The Village has been planting trees on eligible parkways at no cost to the resident. This 

replacement program does not allow for residents to choose the species of tree planted, 

the location, the number of trees planted, nor are residents able to opt-out of having a tree 

planted in the Village parkway in front and/or side of their residence. Please call Public 

Works if you would like to request a tree be planted, sooner rather than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the species of the tree to be planted, this can be achieved 

through the 50/50 program. The resident may choose the tree(s) from a list provided by the 

Village, and shares half of the cost of the tree(s) and planting with the Village. To request the 

list of 50/50 trees, please call the Public Works Department at 708-345-0041.

Construction News

• Water Main/ Service Line Replacements, Sewer Lining, and Street Program

Street   From   To

Norfolk Ave.  Wedgwood Dr.  Roosevelt Rd.

Pelham St.  Westchester Blvd  Newcastle Ave.

Drury Ln.   Newcastle Ave.  Gardner Rd.

Canterbury St.  Mannheim Rd.  Westchester Blvd

  

Water main & service line  replacements only 

Balmoral Ave.  Canterbury St.  Wight St.

• Street Resurfacing Program

Street   From   To

Waterford St.  Mannheim Rd.  Cul-de-sac

Kitchner St.  Westchester Blvd  Worcester Ave.

Canterbury St.  Suffolk Ave.  Gardner Rd.

As always, residents are asked to call Public Works at 708-345-0041 if an unusual amount 

of water is visible in the street or parkway. This could be a main break or water leak that 

requires our immediate attention. If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends and holidays, please 

call the non-emergency number at 708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS
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Recipe of the Month

There are so many yummy ways to reduce food waste. 

Chop up herb stems and use them in soup (add them early 

to give them time to soften up); sauté beet greens, chard 

stems, and the like with oil, garlic, salt, or your favorite spices; 

make a soup/broth with leftover veggies; the possibilities 

are endless. This classic minestrone allows for adding any 

leftover veggies, beans, pasta, whatever you’d like. Enjoy!

Classic Minestrone Soup    

Ingredients

4 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, divided

1 medium yellow onion, chopped

2 medium carrots, peeled and chopped

2 medium ribs celery, chopped

¼ cup tomato paste

2 cups chopped seasonal vegetables (potatoes, yellow 

squash, zucchini, butternut squash, green beans or peas all 

work)

4 cloves garlic, pressed or minced

½ teaspoon dried oregano

½ teaspoon dried thyme

1 large can (28 ounces) diced tomatoes, with their liquid (or 

2 small 15-ounce cans)

4 cups (32 ounces) vegetable broth

2 cups water

1 teaspoon fine sea salt

2 bay leaves

Pinch of red pepper flakes

Freshly ground black pepper

1 cup whole grain orecchiette, elbow or small shell pasta

1 can (15 ounces) Great Northern beans or cannellini 

beans, rinsed and drained, or 1 ½ cups cooked beans

2 cups baby spinach, chopped kale or chopped collard 

greens

2 teaspoons lemon juice

Instructions

- Warm 3 tablespoons of the olive oil in a large Dutch oven 

or stockpot over medium heat. Once the oil is shimmering, 

add the chopped onion, carrot, celery, tomato paste and a 

pinch of salt. Cook, stirring often, until the vegetables have 

softened and the onions are turning translucent, about 7 to 

10 minutes.

- Add the seasonal vegetables, garlic, oregano and thyme. 

Cook until fragrant while stirring frequently, about 2 minutes.

- Pour in the diced tomatoes and their juices, broth and 

water. Add the salt, bay leaves and red pepper flakes. Season 

generously with freshly ground black pepper.

- Raise heat to medium-high and bring the mixture to a 

boil, then partially cover the pot with the lid, leaving about 

a 1” gap for steam to escape. Reduce heat as necessary to 

maintain a gentle simmer.

- Cook for 15 minutes, then remove the lid and add the 

pasta, beans and greens. Continue simmering, uncovered, 

for 20 minutes or until the pasta is cooked al dente and the 

greens are tender.

- Remove the pot from the heat, then remove the bay leaves. 

Stir in the lemon juice and remaining tablespoon of olive oil. 

Taste and season with more salt and pepper until the flavors 

really sing. 

Source: www.cookieandkate.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to share with the 

community? Send it to GROW@westchester-il.gov for 

consideration for future newsletters.

Curious About Composting? We’re here to help! 

Why compost?

• Food waste is the largest contributor to landfills in 
the United States. Here in Illinois, it accounts for 20% 

of waste in our landfills. This waste releases methane, a 

harmful greenhouse gas that traps heat in the atmosphere 

and contributes to rising temperatures (Source: Illinois 

EPA). Composting keeps food waste out of landfills, thus 

reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Compost 

creates healthy soil that builds strong plants (Source: 

Feeding America).

What is composting? 

• Composting is a natural process which breaks down 
organic material (food, leaves, cardboard, etc.) into healthy 

soil. 

How to get started? 

• First things first is to reduce food waste. Plan out meals 
so as not to buy more than you need, learn the best ways to 

store food to maximize freshness, make the most of your 

foods (use stems, greens, etc. in your cooking), and use 

leftovers. Reducing food waste also saves you money! 

• Interested in starting your own compost? Here are steps 
to get going: 

1. Keep a bowl or compost collector on your kitchen 

counter to collect food scraps

- Vegetable and fruit scraps, coffee and tea grounds, 

eggshells, unbleached coffee filters, and pieces of cardboard 

are examples of what to collect

- Removing seeds from tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, 

etc. during food prep, helps keep them from sprouting in 

your compost 

2. Purchase or construct an outdoor compost bin. Layer 

in food scraps from your kitchen, chemical-free grass 

clippings and leaves, and torn up pieces of cardboard. The 

key to composting is maintaining the right wet to dry ratio, 

so layering in cardboard or paper scraps helps with this 

ratio.

- What not to put in a home compost: meat, bones, dairy, 

grease, onions, citrus peels, labels from fruits and vegetables

3. Stir the bin/compost regularly to produce heat and 

move the decomposition 

process along (you might 

also need to add water 

when it’s warm out). 

Stirring every 3-4 days is 

ideal; the more frequently 

it’s turned the faster the 

decomposition process.  

4. Finished compost will look like healthy soil, dark brown 

or black. Use this in garden beds and spread on the lawn to 

provide natural nutrients to the soil.

Look for GROW’s table throughout the community the 

week of May 4-10, International Composting Awareness 

Week, to learn more and see a composting demonstration. 

by GROW Ecological Commission

GROW

Not interested in handling the entire compost process? 
Our new waste management company, SBC Waste 

Solutions, offers compost pick up. An Organics Waste 

cart is available for rental at the following rates: $12 (35-

gal), $14 (65-gal), or $16 (95-gal) per month. Service is 

available April through December. Participants can 

then request the final compost product from SBC at no 

additional charge. Call SBC at (312) 522-1115 to sign-up. 

Actions You Can Take 

Reduce food waste – 

compost to contribute to 

a healthy environment!

Spring Cleaning Can Wait—Nature’s Not Ready

You may be tempted to “spring” into action cleaning up 

and mowing your yard after a long winter, but consider 

delaying these chores through April. Delaying spring 

cleanup gives overwintering insects, like native bees, 

fireflies, and butterflies, time to safely emerge from leaf 

litter and hollow stems. Holding off on mowing through 

April allows early-blooming plants like dandelions 

and clover to provide essential nectar and pollen for 

pollinators just coming out of hibernation. These 

small actions help sustain vital insect populations 

that support biodiversity and healthy ecosystems.
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VILLAGE OF WESTCHESTER 

Annual Independence Day Parade 

Friday, July 4, 2025 

Parade begins at 9:30 a.m. 

The Village of Westchester is seeking participants and sponsors for the annual Independence Day 
Parade. All businesses, organizations, and individuals are invited to take part in this patriotic event. 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTICIPANT 

If you would like to participate in the 2025 parade, please fill out the form below, and return by 
June 13 to: info@westchester-il.gov or mail to Attn: Parade, Village of Westchester,  

10300 W Roosevelt Rd, Westchester, IL 60154.  

Official Entry Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________ Day-of Phone: __________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Entry (Mark all that apply):   Walking    Float             Clown           Bus      Van 

    Truck    Car               Classic/Antique Vehicle              Marching Band          Political/Public Official 

      Electric Vehicle            Electric Bike          

Other         (Describe) ___________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOW TO BECOME A CORPORATE SPONSOR 

For a $100.00 sponsorship donation, you and/or your business/organization will be listed as an 
official Parade Sponsor in an issue of the Village Newsletter, which is delivered to approximately 

7,200 households. Please fill out the form below and return with payment by June 13 to our 

501(c)(3) organization at Attn: Parade, Westchester Community Events Foundation, 10300 W 
Roosevelt Rd, Westchester, IL 60154. Please make checks payable to Westchester Community 

Events Foundation. Thank you! 

Official Sponsor Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:info@westchester-il.gov
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The Proviso Mystery of who was 

buying up the old farmsteads in 1924 

in the Westchester area was solved by 

November 8th, 1925.  A Chicago Tribune 

article announced that William Zelosky 

and George F. Nixon were the two key 

developers joining forces to sell lots 

and build homes on 2,200 acres gained 

from recent purchases of land from a 

syndicate headed by CA&E president 

Thomas Conway, Jr.  The Westchester 

Branch of the “L,” being built to connect 

the Chicago Aurora and Elgin line to a 

brand-new station at Roosevelt Road, 

was nearing completion. Real estate 

developers began placing ads in the 

Chicago Tribune about visions for this 

model community and the growth of 

financial opportunities that would ensue. 

These ads only gained momentum and 

frequency up to October 1, 1926, the 

day train service began officially. That 

Friday was celebrated in both the Zelosky 

and Nixon offices all weekend long. In 

the spirit of the 1920s, there was quite a 

bit of “hoopla,” with adverting slogans 

such as “where the L goes, profit grows.” 

Fancy notices creating interest were 

placed throughout the newspaper to get 

prospective buyers to invest in this new 

model town outside Chicago. Chicago 

was usually depicted with all the soot, 

steam, and overcrowding of a busy city, 

whereas Westchester showed the tranquil 

English-style community in the country 

away from offensive city living. Other 

companies also featuring ads around that 

time were the Shekleton Brothers and 

Auspitz & Oakes, usually featuring “the 

Heart of Westchester” in their ads. 

Roosevelt Road became the dividing line 

as Zelosky was to develop the northern 

area of Westchester from his English-

style office (often featured in the ads) on 

Roosevelt Road, near the newly completed 

Roosevelt “L” Station. The land south of 

Roosevelt Road was in the capable real 

estate development hands of George 

Nixon. Both had major offices downtown, 

and before the Great Depression they 

and other developers also placed ad after 

ad in the Tribune recruiting a workforce 

of solicitors, salespeople, company 

representatives, and managers for the 

Westchester venture. It was a time of 

limitless possibilities capitalizing on the 

American Dream of a better life and great 

prospects, to be realized through the new 

Westchester model community, at that 

time the largest suburban comprehensive 

development undertaking ever in the 

Chicago area. Featured here are some of 

the 1926 advertisements promoting the 

Westchester venture. 

Patricia Reaves, 

Save the Prairie Society Director  

    and Historian

1926 Advertisements for the Model Town of Westchester
CENTENNIAL



APRIL  2025       19



20 APRIL   2025

SCHOOL  D ISTRICT



APRIL  2025       21

SCHOOL  D ISTRICT



22 APRIL   2025



APRIL   2025      23



24 APRIL   2025

March sure flew by! We 

are all enjoying the warmer 

temperatures and longer 

days. April is sure to be 

another fun-filled month as 

we round out the school year.

Last month, we had our 

WPTC meeting in the WIS 

cafeteria, it is a wonderful 

opportunity to hear about 

what exciting things our 

students have been doing 

and what they will be doing 

in the future. All are welcome 

to attend. Our last and final 

meeting for the school year 

will be May 7th at 6pm in the 

WIS cafeteria.

 March also included 

Parents and Pastries, and 

STEAM Night at WIS. Both 

were wonderful events for 

parents and students to 

spend some time together. 

The spring book fair is 

back this April!  Students at 

WIS will be able to purchase 

books April 9th and 10th, 

WPS will have theirs April 

15th-17th. 

Parents and Pastries will 

be held at WPS April 17th at 

8:00-8:30. 

Our last WMS School Store 

will be April 24th during 

lunch. Keep an eye out 

for upcoming events and 

volunteer opportunities!

Important Dates:

WIS Book Fair: April 9 and 

10

WPS Book Fair: April 15-17 

April 24- WMS School Store 

(cash only)

Please continue to check 

our Facebook page and 

website for any updates!

wptc.membershiptoolkit.

com

https://www.facebook.

com/WPTC92.5

You can also reach the 

WPTC via email at wptc925@

gmail.com.



APRIL   2025       25



26 APRIL   2025



APRIL   2025       27



28 APRIL   2025


