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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

Happy New Year, Westchester! 
December was a special month in our communi-
ty. The Village of Westchester and the Westchester 
Police Department were able to spread some hol-
iday cheer to families in need. Our Police Depart-
ment once again participated in the Shop with a 
Cop program, and generous donations helped us 
expand our involvement in the Christmas in Pro-
viso program. This year, our officers teamed up 
with the Hillside, Bellwood, and Maywood Police 
Departments to help more than a dozen children 
shop for gifts for their families. A big thank-you to 
all the donors and volunteers who made this pos-
sible—you truly helped make the season brighter.

On December 16, the Village Board voted to con-
tinue negotiations with two developers interest-
ed in purchasing the property at Mannheim and 
Roosevelt. One of the proposals includes a Cul-
ver’s franchise on part of the site, and a second 
developer will be exploring potential tenants and 
reporting back to the Village. We’re excited to see 
interest in this key location and will keep resi-
dents updated as things move forward.

Winter started off mild—but the weekend after 
Thanksgiving quickly reminded us what Midwest 
weather can do! We received the most snow we’ve 
seen in a few years. Public Works kindly asks that 
when snow is on the way, please follow posted 
snow-route parking rules and the two-inch snow-
fall parking restrictions. Our crews work hard to 

clear every street, and it’s much easier and safer 
for everyone when vehicles are parked properly.

The Westchester Food Pantry will be hosting its 
annual Souper Bowl on Saturday, January 31, 
2026, from 5–8 p.m. at the Westchester Park Dis-
trict, 10201 Bond Street. Sixteen restaurants are 
participating this year. You can enjoy music, raf-
fles, silent auctions, desserts, and of course plenty 
of soup—all to support the Pantry’s mission of 
providing healthy food assistance to neighbors in 
need.

Looking ahead to spring, we hope residents take 
advantage of services offered by SBC Waste. Our 
annual Spring Clean-Up is scheduled for April 
25, 2026. This is a great opportunity to dispose 
of bulk items and larger amounts of trash. Please 
check the Village website for details on what can 
and cannot be collected. Items such as appliances, 
carpet, and construction or demolition debris will 
be picked up if placed at the curb by 6 a.m. on 
April 25.

Finally, please join me in welcoming two new 
police officers who joined the department in De-
cember: Officer Veronica Suarez and Officer Er-
ick Rios. Both were informally sworn in and have 
already begun their training. Officer Suarez is a 
state-certified officer and has started field train-
ing, and Officer Rios will begin the police acad-
emy in January. We’re glad to have them serving 
our community.
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FIRE
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The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Fire Safety
during Winter Storms 

Fire Safety
during Winter Storms

Winter storms can happen almost anywhere. They can cause us problems. 
Know what to do before, during and after a storm. This will help keep you 
and your family safe from a winter fire.
•  Test all smoke alarms. Do this at least once a month. 

This way you will know they are working. Install carbon 
monoxide alarms in your home. Test the alarms.

• Plan two ways out of the home in case of an emergency. 
Clear driveway and front walk of ice and snow. This will 
provide easy access to your home.

• Make sure your house number can be seen from the 
street. If you need help, firefighters will be able to

 find you.

• Be ready in case the power goes out. Have flashlights 
on hand. Also have battery-powered lighting and fresh 
batteries. Never use candles.

• Stay aware of winter weather. Listen to the television or 
radio for updates. Watch for bulletins online.

• Check on neighbors. Check on others who may need 
help.

• Generators should be used outdoors. Keep them away 
from windows and doors. Do not run a generator inside 
your garage, even if the door is open.

• Stay away from downed wires. Report any downed wires 
to authorities.

• Be ready if the heat stops working. Use extra layers 
of clothes and blankets to stay warm. If you use an 
emergency heat source, keep anything that can burn

 at least 3 feet away.

• Turn portable heaters off when you leave the room.
 Turn them off when you go to bed.

important 
reminder
There are more home fires 
in winter than in any other 
season. Half of all home 
heating fires happen in 
December, January
and February. 

As you stay cozy
and warm this
winter season,
be fire smart!

Nearly half of
all space heater
fires involve
electric space
heaters.

Fact
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Petrak Chiropractic Brings Personalized, Wellness-Driven Care Home to Westchester
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Dr. Steve Petrak, owner of 
Petrak Chiropractic, opened his 
practice in Westchester in 2016, 
bringing his passion for wellness 
back to the community where he 
was raised. 

A Westchester native, Dr. Petrak 
has long felt a strong connection 
to the Village and its surround-
ing communities, saying “having 
a business in Westchester just 
feels like home, everyone is so 
friendly and welcoming”. Dr. Pe-
trak chose to locate his practice 
in Westchester because of the 
Village’s welcoming atmosphere 
and its convenient access to ma-
jor streets and highways. 

The central location, combined 
with the community’s friendli-
ness, makes Westchester an ideal 
place to operate a local business.

Petrak Family Chiropractic 
offers a modern, results-oriented 
approach to chiropractic care 
with a strong focus on wellness. 

The practice serves patients 
of all ages and backgrounds, 
including children, pregnant 
women, seniors, and athletes. 
Dr. Petrak emphasizes identify-
ing the root cause of pain rather 
than simply treating symptoms, 
creating individualized treat-
ment plans designed to promote 
long-term healing and overall 
physical wellness.

Dr. Petrak’s journey into chiro-
practic care began in high school 
after suffering a sports-related 
back injury. During his recov-
ery, he became fascinated by 
how spinal alignment and nerve 
function impact the body’s abili-
ty to heal. 

That early experience inspired 
his career path and continues 
to influence his comprehensive 
approach to patient care today.

Over the years, Petrak Chiro-
practic has expanded its range 
of services to meet the evolving 
needs of its patients. 

These services include chiro-
practic adjustments, massage 
therapy, stretching and exercise 
programs, on-site digital X-rays, 
and acupuncture. 

The practice treats patients from 
newborns through geriatrics, 
with a shared goal of helping 
individuals not only recover, but 
maintain long-term health.

Dr. Petrak shares the practice’s 
success with his dedicated staff. 
Longtime team members Cathy 
Hoye and Maria Trelenberg have 
been with the practice since 
nearly the beginning and are 
known for creating a profes-
sional, warm, and welcoming 
environment for patients. Dr. 
Petrak believes strongly in treat-
ing employees with respect and 
fostering a culture of teamwork 
and communication.

In addition to serving patients, 
Dr. Petrak has been an active 
supporter of the Westchester 
business community. 

He has been involved with 
the Westchester Chamber of 
Commerce since opening his 
practice, serving in various 
leadership roles including Board 
Member and President.

Looking ahead, Dr. Petrak plans 
to continue growing the practice 
and hopes to add an additional 
chiropractor in the near future.

When asked how the Village can 
best support local businesses, 
Dr. Petrak encourages residents 
to shop locally and explore the 
many services Westchester busi-
nesses offer to families and the 
community.

Residents seeking chiropractic, 
acupuncture, or massage ther-
apy services are encouraged to 
visit Petrak Chiropractic, where 
personalized care and long-term 
wellness remain the top priori-
ties. 

Get the help you need right in 
your own backyard!

Petrak Family 
Chiropractic Center
Steve Petrak, D.C.
3070 Wolf Road, 
Westchester, IL 60154
708-223-8494
Drpetrak@Petrakchiro.com
www.petrakchiro.com

Petrak Family Chiropractic offers a modern, results-oriented approach to chiropractic care with a strong 
focus on wellness. The practice serves patients of all ages and backgrounds, including children, pregnant 
women, seniors, and athletes.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:
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Thank You for Supporting Toys for Tots & Shop with a Cop

Protecting Our Children in a Digital World
I wanted to take a moment to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas, 
Happy Holidays, and a Happy New 
Year. It’s amazing how quickly each 
year seems to pass. 

As time moves along, many of us 
feel the natural wear and tear of life, 
but I’ve always believed that if your 
feet hit the floor in the morning, it’s 
already a great day—everything else 

is a bonus. I can truly say that some 
of the best times in my life have been 
spent working here for the Village 
of Westchester and serving our resi-
dents.

In today’s world, things can feel divid-
ed and overwhelming, and it’s easy to 
become discouraged or frustrated. 
During these moments, it’s important 
to remain calm, think things through, 

and treat one another with patience 
and respect. Along with that, we must 
also stay vigilant when it comes to 
protecting our personal information. 

Scammers continue to find new ways 
to impersonate financial institutions, 
delivery services, or other trusted 
companies in hopes of gaining access 
to your accounts. These individuals 
are highly skilled, so please remain 

cautious of unsolicited calls, texts, or 
emails asking for money, gift cards, or 
personal details.

During the holiday season, please be 
especially careful when using credit 
cards or carrying cash. Set up alerts 
on your phone for all transactions, 
monitor your accounts regularly, and 
ensure you have the ability to freeze 
your card quickly if needed. 

Keep important documents secure, 
and consider using a home safe and 
a doorbell camera for added protec-
tion. Most importantly, enjoy this 
special time of year. Be safe, take care 
of one another, and remember that 
the holiday season is a wonderful 
time for both giving and forgiving.

Sincerely, 
Chief Daniel Babich

Thank you to everyone who gener-
ously donated to this year’s Toys for 
Tots and Shop with a Cop drives. 
Because of your kindness and gen-

erosity, local children and families were able 
to experience a brighter, more joyful holiday 
season. 

We are grateful to our residents, businesses, 
and community partners who helped make 
these efforts a success and demonstrated the 
true spirit of giving in our community.

POLICE
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Protecting Our Children in a Digital World

LIBRARY
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When: 

Time:

where:

SATURDAY
January 31, 2026
5:00 - 8:00pm 
PARK DISTRICT OF WESTCHESTER 

Raffles - Music - Silent Auctions - Desserts

WESTCHESTER
FOOD PANTRY

• Bill's Place
• Broadview Family Restaurant
• Chai Yo Thai
• Chickie's Beef
• Emilio's Tapas
• Giordano's
• Happier Now Cafe & Market
• Hillgrove Tap
• Jungle Plate
• Kind Cafe and Catering
• Mary's Morning Mix-up
• Mattone
• Sawa's Old Warsaw
• TasteFULL
• Tony's Breakfast Cafe
• Westchester Inn

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
SOUP!

���������������������

�������
����������
���	�����������
������������������
SOUP SERVED 5:00 - 7:30pm
RAFFLE SALES end at 7:00pm
AUCTIONS close at 7:30pm

EVENT SCHEDULE:

ADULTS (13+) $35 ($40 at the door)
KIDS (6-12) $15
KIDS (5 & under) FREE

ADMISSION:
for more info or to
purchase tickets
online, please
scan here! 

mus
ic

 e
n

te
rt

ainment bydj da
ve

 b of:westchesterfoodpantry.org

The "halftime" performer is:
Swinging the Standards with
Glenn Failla!

10201 Bond St., Westchester
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James Rowan Presents

More State and Provincial Parks

Sunday – January 25, 2026
1 to 3 pm

Wolf Road Prairie House
11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester
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2026 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday 
Garbage Schedule 

There will be no change to the rubbish 
collection schedule the week of January 19, 
2026.

Live Christmas trees will be collected on 
your regular rubbish day through January 
16, 2026. 

Yard waste collection will resume April 2, 
2026. 

Village branch collection will resume the 
week of April 6th - 10th  

The Village Hall will be collecting 
non-working holiday lights for recycling 
until February 2nd  

There are two recycle totes in the front of 
Village Hall for non-working holiday lights. 

The Village Hall will be collecting 
non-working holiday lights for recycling 
until February 2nd

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 312-522-1115 

sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard waste 
was at the curb by 6am but was not collected 
by 6pm on your regular day, please call S.B.C. 
directly to report a missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that will 
not fit in your receptacle (couch, chair, table, 
etc.,) at the curb every week for collection. 

Please call S.B.C. directly to inform them of 
large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including household 
chemicals, automotive products, paint prod-
ucts, garden chemicals, universal materials, 
batteries, long fluorescent lightbulbs, and 
swimming pool chemicals. This separate 
collection must be pre-scheduled by calling 
312-522-1115.

Leaf Reminders As leaves fall, please remem-
ber DO NOT pile, blow, or rake your leaves 
into the street. This causes storm sewer prob-
lems which leads to flooding, and it is against 
Village Code. Yard waste is collected by S.B.C. 
through the end of December.

Village Snow Restrictions

Public Works crews keep our streets free of 
snow and ice during the winter months.

Please assist us by observing the following:

• Place garbage cans 3 feet behind the curb 
line- do not place them in the street.

• Do not shovel or blow snow back into the 
cleared streets.

• Please observe the “NO PARKING SNOW 
ROUTE” signs.

-The snow portion of the signs will be 
enforced after 2 inches of snowfall between 
December 1st and March 31st.
If you reside on a Primary designated SNOW 

ROUTE, after 2 inches of snowfall you must 
remove all vehicles from the snow route. Ve-
hicles must stay off the street until the streets 
are cleared thoroughly by the plows by Public 
Works. 

If the snowfall is continuing, the restriction 
is in place until Public Works completes the 
plowing for the day. Please check the signs at 
the corners of your block.

If you reside on a Secondary route, there is 
no parking Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday on the even numbered house side and 
no parking Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
on the odd numbered house side after 2 inch-
es of snowfall. Please check the signs at the 
corners and center of your block for guidance. 
(This includes ALL side streets not designated 
a Primary snow route.)

If you have a Fire Hydrant on your parkway, 
please help keep the hydrant clear of snow so 
that the Fire Department may easily access 
the hydrant in case of an emergency, and so 
that the snow plows may quickly identify the 
hydrants while plowing.

Westchester Tree Replacement Program

1. The Village has been planting trees on 
eligible parkways at no cost to the resident. 
This replacement program does not allow for 
residents to choose the species of tree planted, 
the location, the number of trees planted, nor 
are residents able to opt-out of having a tree 
planted in the Village parkway in front and/
or side of their residence. Please call Public 
Works if you would like to request a tree 

be planted, sooner rather than later, on any 
parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the species 
of the tree to be planted, this can be achieved 
through the 50/50 program. 

The resident may choose the tree(s) from a 
list provided by the Village, and shares half 
of the cost of the tree(s) and planting with 
the Village. To request the list of 50/50 trees, 
please call the Public Works Department at 
708-345-0041.

As always, residents are asked to call Public 
Works at 708-345-0041 if an unusual amount 
of water is visible in the street or parkway.  
This could be a main break or water leak that 
requires our immediate attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends and hol-
idays, please call the non-emergency number 
at 708-593-3830.

As always, residents are asked to 
call Public Works at 708-345-0041 

if an unusual amount of water is 
visible in the street or parkway.  

This could be a main break or water 
leak that requires our immediate 

attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends 
and holidays, please call the 
non- emergency number at 

708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS
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SEE WATER, PAGE 18
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SCHOOLS
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Ring in the new year by trying a delicious 
new recipe! This one is quick to prepare 
and great for warm comfort in the winter 
months. 

 
Cauliflower Paprikash Stew    
makes 4 servings

Ingredients
• 1 medium onion, 1 cup finely chopped
• 1 red or green bell pepper, 1 cup finely chopped
• 3 tablespoons vegetable oil
• 2 tablespoons paprika
• ½ cup dry sherry
• ½ cup water
• mushrooms, 5 cups sliced

• salt, pinch
• 1 head cauliflower, separated into florets
• sour cream, 1 cup 
• salt and ground black pepper to taste
• Egg noodles, package for 4 servings

Instructions

1) In a large saucepan, sauté onions and peppers in 
oil for 2-3 minutes. 

2) Stir in paprika, sherry and water then cook on 
high heat for a minute. 

3) Add mushrooms and salt, then cook covered on 
medium heat for 5 minutes. 

4) Mix in cauliflower and simmer for 5-7 minutes 
until the cauliflower is tender. 

5) Remove pan from heat and stir in sour cream. 

6) Add salt and pepper to taste.  

7) Serve warm over cooked egg noodles (follow 
instructions on package).

Source: From Moosewood Restaurant, Cooks at 
Home, Fireside Book, p 202, 1994.

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to 
share with the community?  

Send it to  GROW@westchester-il.gov  for 
consideration for future newsletters. 

Recipe of the Month

“Homes and buildings account for 40% 

of all energy used in the US, and much 

of it is wasted.  The average homeowner 

loses $200 to $400 a year due to energy 

efficiency problems!”  See “57 ways to 

improve your home’s energy efficiency 

in 2025” 

https://www.cleanenergyconnection.org/arti-

cle/57-ways-improve-your-homes-energy-effi-

ciency-2025

Green Fact of the Month

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION

Home Energy Efficiency

Elizabeth Wiseman-Chase

GROW Ecological Commission

During the coldest days of winter and warmest days of 
summer, our energy costs are at their highest. In 2026, 
as we experience higher gas and electric rates, it’s a great 
time to take actions that will reduce our energy use while 
maintaining the same level of comfort in our home. 

Start with no and low-cost actions like changing furnace 
filters and unplugging electronics, then plan for upgrades 
like LED lighting, heat pumps, or solar.

Low-Cost and No-Cost Fixes
Seal Air Leaks: Caulk and weatherstrip around doors, 
window, and gaps.

Manage Thermostat: Use a programmable or smart ther-
mostat to adjust settings for heating/cooling.

Unplug “Vampire” Electronics: Use smart power strips 
for TVs, game consoles, chargers.

Optimize Appliances: Run full loads in dishwashers, 
clean HVAC filters, take shorter showers and lower water 
heater temp.

Use Curtains/Blinds: Close them in summer to block 
heat and open in winter to gain solar heat.

Complete a Free ComEd/Nicor Home Energy Assess-
ment and receive Free or Low-Cost Energy Saving 
Products:  Sign-up for your assessment at GROW’s Jan-
uary 17th event: “Save Money and Energy this Winter”.

Investments for Greater Savings
Insulation: Add insulation to attics, walls, and crawl 
spaces to prevent heat loss/gain.

HVAC Upgrades: Replace old systems with high-effi-
ciency ENERGY STAR models. Consider a cold climate 
heat pump when it’s time to replace your system.

Windows & Doors: Install double glazed or ENERGY 
STAR certified windows.

Lighting: Switch to LED bulbs and install dimmer switch-
es.

Appliances: Choose ENERGY STAR certified washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, etc.  

Water Heating: Consider heat pump water heaters or so-
lar hot water systems.

Duct Sealing: Seal and insulate ducts, especially those in 
unconditioned spaces.

Financial Incentives & Resources
Tax Credits:  Look for federal tax credits for energy-effi-
cient home improvements.

Energy Audits: Get a professional audit to pinpoint your 
home’s biggest energy wasters.

Utility Rebates: Check for ComEd and Nicor rebates on 
efficient equipment.

Attend: “Save Money and Energy this Winter”  Saturday, 
January 17th @ 9:00am in the Westchester Village Hall 
Boardroom.

Air Leaks and Home Weatherization
Half of Westchester’s housing stock was built by 1954, and 
the vast majority of all homes in town were built prior to 
2000.  

Homes built prior to the 1970s are more likely to have un-
controlled gaps letting outside air in due to less stringent 
construction standards, minimal insulation, and older, 
less-sealed windows/doors. 

Leaks exist in all ages of homes, with newer builds being 
tighter but may still require enhanced ventilation and air 
filtration to ensure good air quality.  

Air leaks reduce home comfort and waste energy.  Home 
weatherization may save you up to 10% off your energy 
bills.  Learn more at energystar.gov



Important Notice Regarding the Village’s Emergency Notification 
System - Cybersecurity Incident and Transition to New Platform
The Village of Westchester is 
providing an update regarding 
recent issues with the CodeRED 
emergency notification system. 
The Village was notified that 
CodeRED experienced a cyber-
security incident that affected its 
national alerting network. 

While the incident has been con-
tained, it resulted in service dis-
ruptions for many communities, 
including Westchester.

CodeRED has indicated that 
some user information may have 
been compromised, including 
names, addresses, email address-
es, and phone numbers, as well 
as passwords associated with 
CodeRED-created accounts. 
Please note that accounts created 
through the Village’s platforms 
did not include passwords. 

However, residents who reg-
istered directly through Co-
deRED’s website or app may have 
had a password associated with 
their profile. 

The Village has requested ad-
ditional clarification from Co-
deRED regarding the extent of 

the incident, but the vendor has 
not provided complete details. If 
you had a CodeRED password 
and reused it on other websites 
or services, we recommend up-
dating those passwords as a pre-
caution.

As part of their response to the 
incident, CodeRED permanent-
ly decommissioned the platform 
and began transitioning custom-
ers to a new product under Cri-
sis24 Solutions. 

At this time, the Village of West-
chester—along with many mu-
nicipalities—has instead chosen 
to move to an alternative emer-
gency-notification provider. As 
a result, all CodeRED accounts 
used by Westchester residents 
have been deactivated.

Westchester is already in the pro-
cess of onboarding with Ever-
bridge, which offers comparable 
emergency communication capa-
bilities. Staff is actively complet-
ing system setup, configuration, 
testing and training. 

Once the platform is fully oper-
ational, we will provide registra-

tion instructions for residents. In 
the meantime, we will continue 
to use our digital platforms—
such as our website, e-newsletter, 
and Facebook page—for perti-
nent notifications.

We will keep residents informed 
as the transition to Everbridge 

progresses. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Communi-
ty Service Officer Dave Kosir at 
dkosir@westchester-il.gov. 
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PPrroovviissoo  HHaannddyymmaann  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

  

BBeellllwwoooodd  ·  BBeerrkkeelleeyy  ·  BBrrooaaddvviieeww  ·  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  ·  FFoorreesstt  PPaarrkk  ·  HHiillllssiiddee  ·  
LLaaGGrraannggee  PPaarrkk  ·  MMaayywwoooodd  ·  MMeellrroossee  PPaarrkk  ·  NNoorrtthh  RRiivveerrssiiddee  ·  

NNoorrtthhllaakkee  ·  SSttoonnee  PPaarrkk  ·  WWeessttcchheesstteerr  ·  WWeesstteerrnn  SSpprriinnggss  

++  OOnnllyy  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviissoo  TToowwnnsshhiipp++  

 

JJaannuuaarryy  22002266  
Are your holiday boxes ready to be stored in your attic or basement? 

Call and we will help put them away! Is it a good time to change the batteries in your smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms? 

If you haven’t winterized your doors and windows our handyman can do that for you also! 

CCaallll  770088--554477--44000011  

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and        
disabled   homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                             

Gay F. Chase · Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 
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Miracles In Progress Very Merry Holiday Party
On December 5, 2025, Miracles In 
Progress held their annual Very Merry 
Holiday Party!  It was held at the May-
fair Recreational Center. This annual 
event is designed to celebrate the hol-
idays – serving individuals with brain 
injuries, other special needs and their 
families. 

Our Grand Event Sponsor was Mid-
west Cargo Systems, Inc. Midwest Car-
go Systems, Inc. has been a continued 
supporter of MIP since 2002. 

Our Dinner Sponsor was Paisans 
Restaurant & Bar, Brookfield, IL who 
donated a delicious dinner including: 
pastas, salads, assorted pizzas, meat-
balls, sausage & peppers, assorted piz-
zas, fruit salad, brownies, cookies and 
cakes.  MIP Families enjoyed decorat-
ing gingerbread houses that were made 
by Krispies. Ingredion EMPOWERED 
of Westchester sponsored the ginger-
bread house decorating portion of the 
evening. Ingredion Empowered truly 
believes in the communities where they 
work and live.  

Families enjoyed holiday music from 
DJ Skinny B aka Brian Mellinthin, 
played Name that Tune, were wowed 
by tableside magic by the GranMan, 
played Bingo and more. Those attend-
ing spent time talking with and taking 
pictures with the Illinois Police Asso-
ciation Superheroes, Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus! MIP gave each special at-
tendee and their siblings a gift bag of 
great surprises! Gift bags were spon-
sored by MIP, Blistex, Inc., Brookfield 
Zoo Chicago, Buddy Bear Carwash, 
Rainbow Cone, Buona Beef, Culvers, 
Lyons, McDonalds (JJC Family Restau-
rants) and other anonymous donors. 

Other sponsors and donors included: 
Betty Rous and Family, Karen Camp-
in, Mary McCorry, Barbara McCorry, 
Kathleen Brannigan, Bruce Sirus & 
Family, Drury Lane, Oak Brook Ter-
race, Eddie Olewinski and LeeAnn Co-
niglio, Frank Pedota, Gia Marie Ben-
line & Family, Derek and Lisa Gordon, 
in honor of Derek’s late Mom, Wilda 
Gordon, who was a champion for 
those with special needs, Heroes Sports 
Cards & More, Jeannie Helgesen, Jean-
nie’s Hair Company, Mike Gobber, 
Century 21 Circle (Westchester), the 
Shanghai Card Girls, The Smithsonian 
Institute and the SSA Group at Brook-
field Zoo.  The SSA Group at Brook-
field Zoo donates so each individual 
has a special plush animal and other 
awesome items. This year, the MIP kids 
and young adults were honored to re-
ceive unwrapped presents that they 
could choose from.  These presents 
were a very generous gift from the Il-

linois Police Association Tri-County 
Division, (ipacops.org).  Thank you to 
Brian Kuratko and team for collecting 
and coordinating this! Your generosity 
is very appreciated.  The kids and young 
adults are so happy with their gifts from 
you!  The Tri-County Superheroes 
United came and thrilled those attend-
ing by talking with and taking photos 
with their favorite superheroes.  MIP 
would also like to thank the talented Ea 
Bell and team from 3E Event Planning 
& Balloon Artistry, Westchester, for 
creating the Santa Claus and Superhero 
Photo Backdrops.  Ea always donates 
Santa’s amazing throne! Thank you to 
Peter Marzano for once again being our 
event photographer. 

The pictures he took were phenomenal. 
The families appreciate these photos so 
much and prefer this patient and com-
passionate setting to visiting Santa at a 
mall. 

Thank you to this year’s volunteers: Al-
lie Saraceno, Sally Saraceno, Bill Jirek, 
Caitlin Codd, Neena Franklin, Sharon 
Henk, Sheila Cunningham, Gianna Pa-
rolin, Sofia Arroya, Emmett Akkeron, 
Alexander Akkeron, Parker Akkeron, 
Barbara Akkeron, Evie Slavic, Lin-
da Sargent, LeeAnn Coniglio, Eddie 
Olewinski, Gia Marie Benline, Rob-
ert Benline, Michael Benline, Bridget 
Rowan, Linda Reilly, Candy McCue, 
Marilyn Lampugnano, Josie DeRiggi, 
Debi Bednarowicz, Randy Petrey, Re-
becca Watson, Rachel Watson, Bryan 
McQuaid, Patricia Hylard, Joseph Mi-
lano, Anthony Milano, Nazareth Acad-
emy Baseball Coaches, Lee Milano, 
Jim Thome and the awesome Nazareth 
Academy baseball team.  

These young men did a great job again 
this year!  And, this year’s MIP Santa 
Claus, John Watson - thank you for 
your love and extra care and time need-
ed for our MIP kids who look forward 
to seeing Santa Claus every year! Thank 
you to Evie Slavic as Mrs. Claus. The 
kids love you! Thank you to Judy Sar-
aceno-Swenson for everything you do 
for this event and MIP throughout the 
year - which is way too much to men-
tion!  Thank you to all of our donors 
and volunteers! MIP Families who at-
tended had a wonderful evening thanks 
to you!  

We are MIP! Since 2002, Miracles In 
Progress is a volunteer-driven, 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit organization dedi-
cated to maximizing the lifetime po-
tential of those with brain injuries and 
other special needs. If you wish to con-
tact MIP, you can email susan@mira-
clesinprogress.org. Here’s to a Happy & 
Healthy 2026!



LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB? 
Interfaith Career Network offers FREE assistance                                

Open to all! 

Thursday, January 15th from 7-9 pm 
 
How Recruiters Find Talent—and How You Can Stand 

Out”. 

Jennifer Kramer Presenter 
An informative and practical presentation that explores the strategies 
recruiters use to identify and attract top talent, including leveraging 
networks, technology, and targeted outreach. It also provides practical tips 
for job seekers to stand out in a competitive market by optimizing their 
profiles, building connections, and showcasing unique skills. 
 

Jennifer Kramer, Agency Partner, Employee Benefits & Acrisure HR 
Consulting, has over 20 years of experience in operations supporting multi-
state for-profit and nonprofit training and development, performance 
management, employee and client relations, policies and procedures and 
conflict resolution.  Consistently recognized as an innovative, results-oriented 
and effective leader, Jennifer builds team support by encouraging others to 
perform and achieve strategic business goals. 

We look forward to seeing you at St. John of the Cross Parish Center, 
5005 Wolf Road, in Western Springs on 1/15 at 7pm.   Everyone is 
welcome and there is no cost to attend.  

For additional resources visit www.interfaithcareernetwork.com 
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1938 S. MANNHEIM ROAD,
WESTCHESTER, IL 60154

708-927-4826

NEED FOOD?
WE CAN HELP!

THE PANTRY IS OPEN
WEDNESDAYS 4:30-7PM
AND SATURDAYS 9-11AM

The Westchester Food Pantry serves the
residents of Westchester, Berkeley, Bellwood,
Broadview, Hines, Hillside, La Grange Park and
Western Springs. Clients can come to the Pantry
once each calendar month. Please bring reusable
shopping bags. WestchesterFoodPantry.org

¿NECESITAS COMIDA?
NOSOTROS PODEMOS
AYUDAR!

LA DESPENSA ESTÁ ABIERTA
MIÉRCOLES 4:30-7PM Y

SÁBADOS 9-11AM

Westchester Food Pantry atiende a los
residentes de Westchester, Berkeley,
Bellwood, Broadview, Hines, Hillside, La
Grange Park y Western Springs.  Los clientes
pueden acudir al Pantry una vez al mes
natural. Por favor traiga bolsas de compras
reutilizables. WestchesterFoodPantry.org

1938 S. MANNHEIM ROAD,
WESTCHESTER, IL 60154

708-927-4826
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