
From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

I know that everyone is eager to know 
what is happening at Mannheim and 
Roosevelt, and with recently agreed 
upon terms, here is the latest update 
and some history of the location.

Previously, the Village had negotiat-
ed with two developers that did not 
reach a final redevelopment agree-
ment for several reasons. These nego-
tiations took place between 2020 and 
2024.  We are currently negotiating for 
a third time, which would bring Cul-
vers and three, possibly four, other rev-
enue generating businesses, such as 
fast casual restaurants, to the corner of 
Roosevelt and Mannheim. This is the 
furthest we’ve gotten in the develop-
ment discussions.

In January of this year, and after 9 
months of negotiations, we are mov-
ing forward with an offer that partners 
the Village with Culvers to develop ap-
proximately 1 acre for their restaurant, 
and Xceed Development to develop 
the remaining 2 acres into fast casual 
restaurants and other retail options.  

Negotiations with both parties be-
gan in April of 2025. Once an agree-
ment on the fundamental terms was 

reached, the board could bring for-
ward a vote on moving forward. The 
vote to accept the developers’ offer 
in January was not for the sale of the 
property but rather allows them to be-
gin investing in bringing the concept 
forward to the board.  

The developers’ next step in this pro-
cess is to confirm their estimated 
costs, determine infrastructure needs, 
review possible entrance and exits 
onto either Roosevelt or Mannheim, 
and negotiate with potential tenants 
on lease agreements. With the initial 
acceptance of the terms, they have 
more confidence in spending funds to 
complete their required due diligence 
before formally having control of the 
property. 

Over the next few months, the Village 
and developers will continue to work 
together as we prepare the redevelop-
ment agreement, which will include all 
the provisions for selling the property, 
and will be brought before the board 
for formal approval. And while I wish 
the process would move more swiftly, 
our two failed negotiations have prov-
en to us that an initial offer to develop 
does not always result in meeting the 

desires of the Village or the economics 
of the developer. 

And for those unaware, the property’s 
location does have its unique challeng-
es for any development.  The ground 
is “soft” and requires stabilization for 
anyone to build upon it.  In some areas 
of the site, 40-foot pilons that will pre-
vent structures from sinking into the 
ground are required. For those who 
were here and recall, a parking garage 
that was previously built on the site for 
the former office buildings ultimately 
sunk into the ground after it was con-
structed. In fact, the West side of the 
Village Hall building is also built upon 
a support structure to prevent sinking. 

Despite these challenges, I look for-
ward to posting the complete layout, 
tenant list and overall construction 
timeline once the Village receives 
them.  As a reminder to those who 
want information on items like this 
and other Village matters, our weekly 
emailed newsletter (E-News), provides 
information on items coming up at 
future meetings, recently approved 
board agenda items and an a number 
of upcoming events in and around 
Westchester. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

NFPA Shares 6 Safety Tips for Spring Cleaning
As the snow melts, trees begin to bud, and 
the days grow longer, many of us turn our at-
tention to spring cleaning and outdoor proj-
ects. From firing up lawnmowers and clear-
ing yard debris to painting and organizing, 
spring is a busy season around the home.

The National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) reminds residents that these sea-
sonal tasks can come with fire risks if we’re 
not careful. Here are six important safety 
tips to help keep your home and family safe 
this spring:

1. Use and Store Gasoline Safely
Gasoline should only be used as motor fuel — 
never as a cleaner or degreaser.

• Store gasoline only in approved containers 
designed for that purpose.

• Never bring gasoline indoors, even in 
small amounts.

• Do not store gasoline in basements or oc-
cupied areas. Keep it in a detached garage or 
outdoor shed.

• Make sure containers are tightly sealed 

when not in use.
 
2. Properly Handle Oily or Paint-Soaked 
Rags
Rags used with oil-based paints and stains 
can generate heat as they dry. If that heat is 
trapped, it can build up and start a fire.

• Never leave used rags in a pile.

• Take them outside to dry, away from your 
home and other structures.

• Hang them up or lay them flat and weigh 
them down so they don’t blow away.

• Once dry, place them in a tightly covered 
metal container filled with water and deter-
gent to help break down oils.

• Store the container in a cool area away 
from heat and direct sunlight.

• Check with your local municipality for 
proper disposal guidelines.
 
3. Be Cautious with Flammable Liquids
Products like paint thinner and other flam-
mable or combustible liquids should be han-

dled carefully.

• Keep them away from open flames.

• Never smoke while using these products.

• If liquids spill on clothing, remove the 
clothing and let it dry outdoors before laun-
dering.

• Store liquids in their original containers, 
tightly sealed — never in glass containers.
 
4. Inspect and Maintain Your Grill
Before grilling season begins:

• Check that your grill is clean and free of 
grease buildup.

• Remove any nests, spider webs, or debris.

• For propane grills, inspect the hose and 
connections for leaks before first use each 
year.
 
5. Clear Debris Around Your Home
Yard cleanup is more than cosmetic — it helps 
reduce fire risk.

• Remove branches, weeds, leaves, pine nee-
dles, and grass clippings.

• Clear flammable debris from roofs, gutters, 
decks, and underneath porches.

• Remove dead vegetation, especially within 
five feet of your home.

• Move firewood, construction materials, 
and trash at least 30 feet away from struc-
tures.
 
6. Clean Your Dryer Vent
Lint buildup is a leading cause of dryer fires.
• Make sure the exhaust vent pipe is clear 
and not restricted.

• Check that the outdoor vent flap opens 
properly while the dryer is running.

• Keep boxes, clothing, and cleaning sup-
plies away from the dryer.

• If clothes have been exposed to gasoline, 
paint thinner, or similar substances, lay 
them outside to dry completely before wash-
ing and drying as usual.

From the Fire Department
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This month, we are proud to high-
light Miss Teisha Carter, entrepre-
neur and owner of Hair Xtacee Beau-
ty Salon, located at 9912 Roosevelt 
Road in the Addison Creek District. 
After speaking with Teisha, it quick-
ly became clear that Hair Xtacee is 
much more than a salon — it’s a story 
of resilience, community, and growth 
that many Westchester residents may 
not fully know.

A Leap of Faith
Before opening Hair Xtacee in 1993, 
Teisha worked as a stylist at A Cut 
Above the Rest in Bellwood, Illinois. 
She was later recruited to work at a 
Westchester salon. However, with lit-
tle warning, she and her fellow stylists 
were told on a Friday that the salon 
would permanently close the follow-
ing day. Faced with the sudden loss of 
her workplace and clientele, Teisha 
had to make a decision. With support 
from her aunt and grandmother, she 
took a leap of faith and purchased the 
property where Hair Xtacee operates 
today.

More Than a Salon
Hair Xtacee is a full-service beauty 
establishment offering hair care, nail 
services, makeup, facials, and more. 
But what truly sets it apart is its com-
munity involvement.

Teisha describes Hair Xtacee as a 
family-oriented establishment that 
goes beyond providing beauty ser-
vices. The salon mentors high school 
students interested in cosmetology, 
partners with community organi-
zations to host seminars, and offers 
education on financial planning and 
insurance awareness. Whenever pos-
sible, they provide complimentary 
services to clients and community 
members in need. “It’s not just about 
paying for a service,” Teisha shared. 
“We want to give back and uplift.”

Overcoming Adversity
In 2018, just one week before Christ-
mas, tragedy struck when the salon 
was damaged by a fire later deter-
mined to be arson. Teisha described 
feeling devastated, as though every-
thing she had built was suddenly 
gone.

What followed, however, was an out-
pouring of support. Fellow stylists 
and business owners rallied around 
her. A local barber opened his shop to 
her entire staff so they could contin-
ue serving clients. In an unexpected 
twist, while her team helped sustain 
his business during his health chal-
lenges, the partnership proved mutu-
ally beneficial.

After nearly a year of rebuilding, Hair 

Xtacee reopened in January 2020 — 
stronger than before, with an expand-
ed team. On the day of the salon’s 
blessing, the adjacent nail shop space 
became available. Teisha remodeled 
and expanded, creating a more mod-
ern, elevated atmosphere. Then came 
another hurdle: COVID-19. The sa-
lon adapted quickly, implementing 
safety protocols that made clients feel 
comfortable and secure. Since then, 
business has continued to grow.

Why Westchester?
Teisha chose Westchester because 
she was looking for a safe, welcoming 
community where she could grow 
her business. Over the years, she has 
watched both her salon and the com-
munity evolve.

The name Hair Xtacee reflects her 
youthful vision at age 21 — a place 
of explosive creativity with no limits. 
While she jokes she might choose a 
different name today, the passion be-
hind it remains.

Today, Hair Xtacee has taken on a re-
newed atmosphere — positive, uplift-
ing, and community-driven. Teisha 
credits her team’s mindset and shared 
values for helping shape the salon’s 
culture and future direction.

Looking Ahead
Teisha plans to continue expanding 
community partnerships, volunteer-
ing locally (including at the West-
chester Food Pantry), and offering 
scholarships to Proviso Township 
graduates. 

Hair Xtacee’s mission remains clear:
To set the standard for full-service 
excellence by placing customer sat-
isfaction, personal comfort, and 
exceptional beauty at the heart of 
everything we do — creating a fam-
ily-centered environment where ev-
ery service is a masterpiece and every 
client is a priority. The future of Hair 
Xtacee in the Village of Westchester 
looks bright, and we are grateful to 
have Teisha and her team as part of 
our business community.

Hair Xtacee Beauty Salon
9912 Roosevelt Road
Westchester, IL 60154
Located in the Addison Creek 
District

Phone: (708) 865-9822
Website:  
https://www.hairxtacee.com/ 
For appointments or more informa-
tion, please contact the salon directly.

Teisha Carter, founder and owner of Hair Xtacee Beauty Salon, embodies the resilience and community spirit that 
define her Westchester business.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:

Teisha Carter (center) with her Hair Xtacee team and community partners, celebrating the salon’s commitment to mentorship, 
service, and giving back in Westchester.
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Burglary Prevention Checklist

POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Westchester Police Department is hon-
ored to serve our community. Protecting 
nearly four square miles and approximately 
17,000 residents is a responsibility we take 
seriously. 

On any given day, officers may respond to 
more than 100 different types of calls for ser-
vice. While most shifts include five officers on 
patrol, public safety is truly a partnership.

Working together with residents strength-
ens our ability to prevent crime and quickly 
resolve cases when incidents occur. Simple 
safety measures — along with sharing securi-
ty camera footage when needed — can make 
a significant difference.

While we cannot control every challenge in 
today’s world, we can take proactive steps 
to protect our homes and families. Use this 
checklist to evaluate your home’s security:

Home Security Checklist
1. Are all exterior doors secured with quality 
deadbolt locks (minimum 1-inch throw)?
Solid-core or metal doors with reinforced 

strike plates provide added protection.
2. Do you lock all doors and windows every 
time you leave the house?
3. Are sliding doors equipped with a second-
ary lock or a wooden support bar in the track?

4. Is your sliding door secured so it cannot be 
lifted off its track?

5. Are shrubs and landscaping trimmed to 
keep entry areas visible from the street?

6. Do you have a home alarm system — and 
do you consistently activate it?

7. Are second-floor windows secured?

8. Are entrances, gangways, and driveways 
well-lit and free of concealment?
9. Do you have motion-sensor lighting in-
stalled near doors and garages?

10. Is your house number clearly visible from 
the street and garage for emergency response?

11. Are garage doors locked and secured, 
even when you are home?

12. Are valuables kept out of plain sight from 
windows or the street?

13. Can you see who is at your door without 
opening it (e.g., peephole, doorbell camera, 
or heavy-duty storm door)?

14. Are ladders and climbing materials stored 
out of sight?

15. Are yard gates locked when not in use?

16. Do you lock outdoor valuables such as 
grills, bicycles, and lawn equipment?
17. Do you use interior light timers when 
away from home?

18. Do you have high-definition surveillance 
cameras with recording capability and ade-
quate storage?

19. Do you know how to access your security 
system and camera footage, including pass-
words?

20. Do you maintain an inventory of valu-
ables, including photos, videos, and serial 

numbers?

21. Is your safe securely bolted to the floor 
and constructed to resist prying?

22. Are windows positioned at least 40 inch-
es away from door locks to prevent reach-
through entry if glass is broken?

A Community Effort
Home security improvements not only pro-
tect your property — they also help officers 
investigate and solve crimes more efficiently. 
If you have security cameras, being willing to 
share footage when requested can be invalu-
able.

The Westchester Police Department remains 
committed to protecting the quality of life in 
our community. By taking preventative steps 
and staying vigilant, we can continue work-
ing together to keep Westchester safe.

If you have questions about home security or 
would like additional prevention tips, please 
contact the Westchester Police Department at 
(708) 345-0060.

From the desk of Police Chief Daniel Babich
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Plumbing & Drain Cleaning Experts: 815-402-3005 

24 Hour Emergency Service 

 

 
    

                
   

 
 
 
 
     
  
                                                   
 

WESTCHESTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P.O. Box 7309, Westchester, IL 60154 

www.WestchesterChamber.org Email: info@WestchesterChamber.org 

Westchester Chamber of Commerce 
“We mean business!” 

   

Big News: 
Kriser’s Is Coming to Westchester! 

We’re thrilled to announce that your new 
neighborhood destination for pet wellness is opening 
its doors in the Westchester Commons shopping 
center on February 26! As your local pet store and 
grooming salon, we offer natural pet food, high-
quality supplies, and expert services to keep your 
best friend happy and healthy.  

 Save the Date: Grand Opening Party March 21–22  

 Come celebrate our official arrival with a weekend 
full of fun for you and your pets. We’re pulling out all 
the stops with exclusive deals, a photo 
booth, and free nail trims and self-washes (proof 
of rabies vaccination required). Enjoy fun activities, 
grab some free samples and freebies, and much 
more – we can’t wait to meet the pets of 
Westchester!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on April 25th at Alpine Banquet Haus for an evening of 
celebration as we recognize this year’s nonprofit award recipients, 

honored for their service to the community and presented with 
funding from the Westchester Chamber. 

2026 Recipients: 
Shop with a Cop  |  Miracles in Progress  
Lions Club  |  Westchester Food Pantry  

Grassroots Garden Group  |  Westchester Library   
 

www.WestchesterChamber.org         Email: info@WestchesterChamber.org 
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S.B.C yard waste collection will resume 
the week of April 2nd. 

Village branch collection will resume 
the week of April 6th - 10th. 

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. –  
312-522-1115 

sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a 
missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly 
to inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including house-
hold chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, 
universal materials, batteries, long fluo-
rescent lightbulbs, and swimming pool 
chemicals. 

This separate collection must be 
pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Leaf Reminders As leaves fall, please 
remember DO NOT pile, blow, or rake 
your leaves into the street. This causes 

storm sewer problems which leads to 
flooding, and it is against Village Code. 
Yard waste is collected by S.B.C. through 
the end of December.

Village Snow Restrictions

Public Works crews keep our streets 
free of snow and ice during the winter 
months.

Please assist us by observing the follow-
ing:

• Place garbage cans 3 feet behind the 
curb line- do not place them in the 
street.

• Do not shovel or blow snow back into 
the cleared streets.

• Please observe the “NO PARKING 
SNOW ROUTE” signs.

-The snow portion of the signs will be 
enforced after 2 inches of snowfall be-
tween December 1st and March 31st.

If you reside on a Primary designated 
SNOW ROUTE, after 2 inches of snow-
fall you must remove all vehicles from 
the snow route. 

Vehicles must stay off the street until 
the streets are cleared thoroughly by the 
plows by Public Works. 

If the snowfall is continuing, the re-

striction is in place until Public Works 
completes the plowing for the day. Please 
check the signs at the corners of your 
block.

If you reside on a Secondary route, there 
is no parking Sunday, Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday on the even numbered 
house side and no parking Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday on the odd 
numbered house side after 2 inches of 
snowfall. 

Please check the signs at the corners and 
center of your block for guidance. (This 
includes ALL side streets not designated 
a Primary snow route.)

If you have a Fire Hydrant on your park-
way, please help keep the hydrant clear 
of snow so that the Fire Department may 
easily access the hydrant in case of an 
emergency, and so that the snow plows 
may quickly identify the hydrants while 
plowing.

Westchester Tree Replacement 

Program

1. The Village has been planting trees 
on eligible parkways at no cost to the 
resident. This replacement program 
does not allow for residents to choose 
the species of tree planted, the location, 
the number of trees planted, nor are 
residents able to opt-out of having a tree 
planted in the Village parkway in front 

and/or side of their residence. 

Please call Public Works if you would 
like to request a tree be planted, sooner 
rather than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the spe-
cies of the tree to be planted, this can be 
achieved through the 50/50 program. 

The resident may choose the tree(s) 
from a list provided by the Village, and 
shares half of the cost of the tree(s) and 
planting with the Village. 

To request the list of 50/50 trees, please 
call the Public Works Department at 
708-345-0041.

As always, residents are asked to 
call Public Works at 708-345-0041 

if an unusual amount of water is 
visible in the street or parkway.  

This could be a main break or water 
leak that requires our immediate 

attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends 
and holidays, please call the 
non- emergency number at 

708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS

Public Works Receives Community Service Award

A big thank you to Old Glory 
Lodge 141 for presenting the 
Westchester Public Works 
Department with their Com-
munity Service Award!

The recognition highlights 
the team’s dedication, re-
liability, and commitment 

to serving the residents of 
Westchester. 

From maintaining streets and 
infrastructure to respond-
ing during snow events and 
emergencies, Public Works 
plays a critical role in keep-
ing our community safe and 

running smoothly.

We’re grateful to Old Glory 
Lodge 141 for recognizing the 
hard work that often happens 
behind the scenes — and 
proud of our Public Works 
team for all they do every 
day!
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PPrroovviissoo  HHaannddyymmaann  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  
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MMaarrcchh  22002266  
Time to check the caulk around your tub and sinks! Leaky faucets and sinks mean higher      

water bills! Replace your furnace filter for a better air flow. 

 Give our Handyman office a call to schedule an appointment or to register for our program  

CCaallll  770088--554477--44000011  

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and          
disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                          

   Gay F. Chase · Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 
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Our food has so many beautiful pieces 
we don’t always think about using. Before 
putting food scraps in the compost or 
waste pile, consider the many ways you can 
use them. 

• Mix stale bread with oil and your 
favorite herbs and bake into croutons

• Try reviving limp greens or herbs by 
placing in cold water

• Zest lemons for a delightful burst of 
flavor in your dishes

• Infuse citrus peel in vinegar for a DIY 
cleaner or use rinds for cleaning kitch-
en sink/counters

• Chop up herb stems and cook into 
soup

- Sauté beet greens, swiss chard or 
broccoli stems, etc. Some even work 
well blended into pesto or sauces (see 

recipe below)

• Make stock with vegetable peels

Share your own tips for reducing food 
waste with us at GROW@westches-
ter-il.gov, we’d love to hear it!

The pesto below can be served over 
pasta, on toasted bread, or dolloped 
into soups for added flavor. 
 
Carrot Top Pesto
makes 4 servings

Ingredients
• ⅓ cup toasted walnuts or pine nuts
•1 small clove garlic
•1 cup coarsely chopped carrot tops (preferably 
organic)
• big handful of basil leaves (about 1 cup)
• juice of ½ small lemon
• sea salt & freshly ground pepper
• ¼ - ⅓ cup olive oil
• optional: pinch of red pepper 

Pesto
• 1 bunch fresh basil (leaves only)
• 1/4 cup toasted pine nuts, walnuts or hazelnuts
• 1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
• 1 lemon -juiced
• 1/4 cup parmesan cheese -grated
• 2 cloves garlic
• 1 pinch sea salt - to taste

Instructions

- In a food processor, pulse together the walnuts 
and garlic. Add the carrot tops, basil, lemon, salt & 
pepper. Pulse again, then add ¼ cup olive oil and 
pulse until combined. (Make it as smooth or as 
chunky as you like).

-Scoop the pesto into a small bowl and stir in up to 
¼ cup more olive oil.

-Taste and adjust seasonings and stir in a pinch of 
red pepper flakes, capers, or parmesan cheese, if 
you like.
  
Source: http://loveandlemons.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to 
share with the community?  

Send it to  GROW@westchester-il.gov  for 
consideration for future newsletters. 

Recipe of the Month

According to the EPA, “In the US, 

food is the most common material 

sent to landfills, comprising 24.1% of 

municipal solid waste. This solid waste 

in landfills are the third  largest source 

of human-related methane emissions. 

When we compost organic materials 

(food and yard trimmings), we return 

nutrients and carbon to the soil and 

support plant growth.”  December 12, 

2025  https://www.epa.gov/sustain-

able-management-food/composting

Source: United Nations Food and 

Agriculture Organization 

— www.fao.org

Green Fact of the Month

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION
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Jack Shouba PresentsC 

 

Cemetery Prairies 
Sunday – March 08, 2026 

1 to 3 pm 
 

Wolf Road Prairie House 
11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester                                                        

 

 

 
While all but a small percentage of the original prairie landscape of Illinois 
was lost to farming and development in the nineteenth century, 
cemeteries meant to keep the memory of early settlers alive also gave 
refuge to quite a few remnant prairies. Come learn more about this 
history and how volunteers monitor the progress of unique native plants 
preserved there over time. 

 

February raced by so quickly, it is hard to believe we are already in March!

Last month, students enjoyed our fun-filled Valentine’s parties at WPS and WIS; 
they also celebrated their mid-year mark with a Popcorn Day! 

WMS had their February Hangout where students were able to enjoy an ice cream 
treat and spend time with one another. They also were able to shop at the school 

store during their lunch period.

We are looking forward to many WPTC events in March. To kick off this month 
we are hosting Trivia Night! It is a wonderful night to test your trivia skills, spend 

time with friends, and win some raffles!

We will be having a WPTC meeting March 4th in the WIS cafe. All are welcome 
to come and get a better understanding of what we do to support our schools and 

students.
WPTC will be hosting another Flying High Night in March. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to drop the kids off for a night of fun while parents can get an evening 
to themselves.

WIS will be having their Parents and Pastries in March. It is a nice opportunity to 
enjoy a treat with your child/children before they start their school day.

We value the volunteers that make these memorable moments possible. Your sup-
port of the WPTC during our fundraisers is greatly appreciated. 

Please remember the WMS School Store has returned and will be open once a 
month!! Dates will be announced on our Facebook page and announcements are 

March 4- WPTC Meeting-WIS Cafe 6pm
March 6- Trivia Night
March 13- Flying High

March 18- WIS Parents and Pastries 8:00-8:30 am
March 26- WMS School Store (Cash Only)

Please continue to check our Facebook page

 and website for any updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5

You can also reach the WPTC via email at  

wptc925@gmail.com.

Our Facebook page is useful to stay up to date with us. 

You are always welcome to contact any of the WPTC Board 

members at wptc925@gmail.com with any questions, 

concerns or feedback that you may have.
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LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB? 
Interfaith Career Network offers FREE assistance-                               

Open to All! 

Thursday, March 19th from 7-9 pm 
 
" Career Ready – Using AI to Advance in the Job Search" 

Pierre H. Michiels, Presenter 
In today’s rapidly evolving job market, artificial intelligence (AI) is playing a 
transformative role in how employers recruit and how candidates prepare. 
This presentation equips job seekers with knowledge and tools to confidently 
navigate an AI-enhanced job search. Attendees will learn how employers use 
AI—from resume screening through applicant tracking systems (ATS) to video 
interview analysis—and why understanding these technologies is essential 
for standing out. With over 90% of large companies relying on AI-driven 
hiring tools, being career ready now includes being tech-savvy. Participants 
will be exposed to practical ways to access and use AI tools to their 
advantage. From optimizing resumes, to preparing for interviews, and even 
exploring new job paths, this session offers ways to integrate AI into every 
stage of the job search.  
 
Pierre H. Michiels, is a Career Specialist for the Career Services Center at 
College of DuPage. He is enthusiastic in supporting all job seekers to be 
successful in their job search.  

We look forward to seeing you at St. John of the Cross Parish Center,       
5005 Wolf Road, in Western Springs on 3/19 at 7pm. Everyone is welcome 
and there is no cost to attend.  

For additional resources visit www.interfaithcareernetwork.com 
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To purchase tickets click on the QR code - 
pick the dollar  amount to cover the 
number of tickets you wish to purchase. 

Then continue with your payment or call 
Westchester Community  Church at 
708-865-1282. 

For over 30 years, the Westchester 
Food Pantry has been dedicated 
to providing nourishing food to 
individuals and families across 
Westchester and the surrounding 
communities who are experienc-
ing food insecurity.  

Operating entirely on donations, 
the Pantry feeds over 500 house-
holds each month, providing each 
with fresh produce, meat, pantry 
staples, baked goods, dairy prod-
ucts, household items and more. 
Each cart leaving our facility has 
an average retail value of $375.00. 
                
We take pride in our efforts to 
ensure that everyone who walks 
through our doors is treated with 
respect and dignity and receives 
the support they need to meet 
their basic needs.  New clients and 
volunteers are always welcome. 

Interested? Visit us at Westches-
terFoodPantry.org. We appreciate 
your support!

Soprano Meghan Kasanders has 
been hailed by Opera News as “a 
wonderfully promising, rich dra-
matic soprano.” She is known for 
her commanding stage presence 
and versatility across opera, con-
cert, and recital repertoire.

In recent seasons, Kasanders has 
performed with many opera com-
panies and orchestras across the 
US, including The Dallas Opera, 
the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, 
San Diego Symphony Orchestra, 
Opera Omaha, Eugene Symphony, 
Arizona Opera, Opera Saratoga, 
the New Mexico Philharmonic, 
and more. Her operatic roles in-
clude Sieglinde (Die Walküre), 
Gertrud (Hänsel und Gretel), the 
title role in Anna Bolena, Elisabet-
ta (Don Carlo), and Magda Sorel in  
The Consul. On the concert stage, 
she has appeared in works such as 
Mahler’s Eighth and Fourth Sym-
phonies, Strauss’ Vier letzte Lieder, 

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, and 
Handel’s Messiah.

Additional highlights include her 
Carnegie Hall debut in Bernstein’s 
Songfest under the baton of Marin 
Alsop, a critically acclaimed per-
formance of Sibelius’ Luonnotar 
conducted by Barbara Hannigan, 
and the release of her debut album 

That Time of Evening with pia-
nist Dror Baitel. She is also active 
in the development of new works 
through workshops and premieres 
with companies including Ameri-
can Lyric Theater and Chicago Op-
era Theater.

A Grand Finalist in the Metropol-
itan Opera National Council Au-
ditions, Kasanders is a graduate of 
Simpson College, Rice University, 
and The Juilliard School.  

Lawrence E. Underwood III is a 
Chicago-area pianist whose play-
ing blends the sophistication of 
jazz with the depth, soul, and tra-
dition of sacred music. With over 
a decade of classical piano training 
and undergraduate jazz piano per-
formance studies at the University 
of Miami, Lawrence brings both 
technical excellence and heartfelt 
musicality to every performance. 

A seasoned church musician and 
music director, he has served in 
numerous congregations across 
Chicago and beyond, currently as 
pianist at Westchester Commu-
nity Church. His musical journey 
includes performance experiences 
at respected festivals such as the 
Eastern Music Festival and the 
Northwestern High School Music 
Institute, as well as work on tours, 
stage productions, and recordings. 
Whether performing jazz piano in 
concert or leading music in wor-
ship, Lawrence’s style is marked by 
richness, elegance, and authentic-
ity—music that uplifts, connects, 
and inspires.

Opera and Jazz Join Forces to Support Westchester Food Pantry
The Westchester Food Pantry, serving over 500 households monthly, honors three decades of community support with a 
special performance by acclaimed soprano Meghan Kasanders and versatile pianist Lawrence E. Underwood II
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FREE MICROCHIP

Magnificent Mutts is partnering with the Village of Westchester,
and Cook County Rabies Control to help keep pets in our

community healthy and safe! 

& RabiesClinic

 MUST BE A RESIDENT OF COOK COUNTY TO QUALIFY 
( VALID ID REQUIRED TO PROVE RESIDENCY )

Sponsored by:

For more information visit: magnificentmutts.org

April 18 , 2026th

From: 9 AM - 12 PM - or while supplies last
10240 W Roosevelt Rd, Westchester, IL

3 pet Maximum

All dogs must be on a leash, and all cats

must be in carriers. 

No rescue groups or personal litters.

Some restrictions apply:

Giveways from:
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