
From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

The Village of Westchester has pre-

viously announced the opening of 

a number of new, independently 

owned and operated family busi-

nesses to our community. 

These establishments represent 

not only exciting new dining 

options for residents, but also 

a meaningful investment in the 

continued growth and vibrancy of 

our Village.

Recently opened businesses such 

as Jungle Plate, Wing Snob, 

Blaque Flames BBQ, Tastefull, 

Jalapeño Taco, Kriser’s Natural 

Pet Store and 

The Original Hoagies and Chees-

esteaks have already begun to 

make their mark. In addition, we 

look forward to the upcoming 

opening of Culver’s, which will 

further expand dining choices for 

residents and visitors alike. 

Additionally, the Mannheim and 

Roosevelt development will in-

clude a few more dining options 

that will be presented to the board 

in the coming months.  

Each of these businesses is root-

ed in entrepreneurship and family 

ownership, an important founda-

tion of local economic strength. 

Their decision to invest in West-

chester reflects confidence in our 

community and contributes to job 

creation, local spending, and an 

enhanced quality of life.

Small, family-run businesses 

thrive when they are supported 

by the community they serve. We 

encourage residents to visit these 

establishments, try something 

new, and help ensure their contin-

ued success. 

Choosing to shop and dine local-

ly keeps dollars circulating within 

Westchester and strengthens the 

businesses that make our Village 

unique.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

Natural Gas Safety: What Residents Should Know

Natural gas is commonly used in homes and 
businesses for heating, cooking, and hot wa-
ter. 

While it is a safe and e�cient energy source 
when properly maintained, a gas leak can 
pose a serious safety hazard. Understanding 
how to recognize a potential leak and what 
actions to take can help keep your house-
hold and neighborhood safe.

How to Recognize a Possible Gas Leak

Natural gas is naturally odorless, but utility 
providers add a chemical called mercaptan 
to give it a distinctive sulfur-like smell, o�en 
compared to rotten eggs. Signs of a potential 
gas leak may include:
 • A strong sulfur or “rotten egg”
     odor 

 • A hissing or blowing
     sound near gas lines or appliances 
 
 •Dead or discolored vegetation in 
   an otherwise healthy area 

 
 • Dust blowing from the ground or
     bubbling in standing water near a 
     gas line 
If you notice any of these warning signs, it is 
important to act quickly and safely.
What to Do If You Suspect a Gas Leak

If you believe there may be a gas leak:

 1. Leave the area immediately. 

     Move to a safe location away 
    from the building or suspected  
                    leak. 

 2. Avoid creating sparks. Do not 
        turn lights on or o�, and avoid 
   using electrical devices, phones,  
                  or appliances inside the building. 
 
 3. Call 911 and Nicor Gas from 

    a safe location. Calling 911 
    ensures the Westchester Fire 
    Department can respond quickly  
                   to secure the area and assist with  
    public safety, while Nicor Gas 

        will send technicians to locate  
                   and repair the leak. 

 4. Do not attempt to locate 

     or repair the leak yourself. 

Nicor Gas, the natural gas provider serving 
Westchester and much of northern Illinois, 
operates a 24-hour emergency response line 
at 888-642-6748.

Preventing Gas Leaks

Residents can help reduce the risk of gas 
leaks by following several safety practices:

 • Schedule regular maintenance 

        for gas appliances such as furnaces,  
    water heaters, and stoves. 
 
 • Ensure appliances are installed 

    and serviced by quali�ed 

    professionals. 

 
 • Keep vents and �ues clear of 

    debris or obstructions. 

 
 • Know the location of your gas 

    shuto� valve and ensure it 
    remains accessible. 
 
 • Call JULIE (811) before 
    beginning any digging project 
    to have underground utilities 
    marked. 

Working Together for Community Safety

�e Westchester Fire Department and Nicor 
Gas work closely to respond quickly to re-
ports of gas leaks and ensure public safety. 
Residents play an important role by recog-
nizing warning signs and reporting con-
cerns promptly.

If you ever suspect a gas leak, leave the 

area immediately and report it by calling 

911 and Nicor Gas so trained professionals 
can respond safely.

For additional information about natural 
gas safety, visit www.nicorgas.com.

From the Fire Department
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A Family Legacy of Flavor: How Young Prince Became a Westchester Community Staple
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�is month, the Village is proud 
to highlight small business own-
ers Del�no and Galdino Salto, 
and their business Young Prince 
located at 1912 S. Mannheim 
Road, Westchester, IL 60154. 

With decades of experience and a 
passion for both family and com-
munity, the Saltos have built a 
business known for its welcoming 
atmosphere and long-standing 
presence in the Village.

�e Salto family journey in the 
food industry began in 1978, 
when the Salto patriarch, Carmen 
Salto, opened the family’s �rst 
fast-food establishment in Mel-
rose Park. 

A�er their father’s retirement in 
1990, Del�no and Galdino relo-
cated the business to Westches-
ter—where it has remained for 
over three decades. 

Today, Young Prince continues to 
thrive, supported by a loyal and 
dedicated sta�, many of whom 
have been with the business for 5 
to 25 years.

When selecting a new location, 
the Saltos carefully considered 
several communities before 
choosing Westchester. He was 
drawn to the Village’s strong sense 
of community, convenient loca-
tion, and welcoming atmosphere. 

At the time, nearby schools such 
as St. Joseph and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary (IHM) brought 
steady foot tra�c, particularly 
from students a�er school, help-
ing establish Young Prince as a 
neighborhood staple.

Over the years, Young Prince has 
adapted to changing times and 
customer preferences. 

What began as a traditional fast-
food menu featuring hot dogs 
and Italian sausage has expanded 
to include gyros, chicken, salads, 
and ice cream. 

While the closure of nearby 
schools reduced some of the busi-
ness’s foot tra�c, Young Prince 
responded by diversifying the 
menu and maintaining the friend-
ly, family-oriented environment 
that customers value. 

Evolving food trends have also 
played a role in shaping menu of-
ferings.

Looking ahead, the Young Prince 

plans to continue growing and 
evolving the business. Future 
plans include expanding the 
menu to possibly feature items 
such as tacos, burritos, omelets, 
and shrimp dinners, while re�n-
ing existing o�erings to focus on 
customer favorites. 

�ey also aim to introduce more 
value-driven meal options. De-
spite these changes, his vision 
remains the same: to keep Young 
Prince a place where families can 
gather, enjoy a meal, and spend 
time together.

In addition to dine-in service, 
Young Prince o�ers convenient 
drive-thru and delivery options, 
including DoorDash, to meet the 
needs of today’s customers.

Young Prince’s commitment to 
their customers and the West-
chester community is evident in 
every aspect of his business. 

Residents are encouraged to 
visit Young Prince, support a 
long-standing local business, 
and experience the warmth and 
friendliness that have de�ned it 
for generations.

Young Prince

1912 S. Mannheim Road
Phone: (708) 562-9100
Website: youngprincerestaurant.com

The welcoming storefront of Young Prince on Mannheim Road, a longtime Westchester favorite where family tradition and community come together.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:

Del�no Salto stands behind the counter at Young Prince, continuing a family tradition of friendly service and quality food 
that has welcomed Westchester customers for decades.
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April Showers Bring an Increase in Car Accidents

POLICE DEPARTMENT

April is a pivotal month for emphasizing 
safety across various aspects of daily life. 

As the season transitions into spring, 
snow melts and seasonal rains arrive, 
making road conditions more challeng-
ing. 

During this time, it’s especially important 
to stay vigilant and adopt preventive mea-
sures to ensure personal and community 
safety.

Distracted driving continues to be a lead-
ing cause of accidents on the road. 

According to the National Highway Traf-

fic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
thousands of people die each year due to 
drivers being distracted by their phones, 
passengers, stress, or other activities 
while behind the wheel. 

A vehicle can be like a two-ton weapon 
when in the wrong hands.

How to Prevent Distracted Driving
• Put your phone away – Store it in the 
glove compartment or use apps that block 
notifications while driving.

• Use hands-free technology – If you 
must take a call, use a Bluetooth system 

or hands-free device.

• Avoid eating or multitasking – Keep 
both hands on the wheel and your atten-
tion on the road and your surroundings.

• Educate young drivers – Teens are 
among the highest-risk groups for dis-
tracted driving accidents due to cell 
phone use and speeding. Encourage safe 
driving habits early.

• Slow down and come to complete stops 

at stop signs and intersections.

Westchester Police Department Traffic 
Enforcement Officers are actively en-

forcing traffic laws, including violations 
related to tinted windows, speeding, stop 
signs, and the use of cell phones while 
driving. 

Please follow the driving laws so we don’t 
have to add additional stress to your day 
through traffic citations, court dates, traf-
fic school, or fines.

Let’s work together to keep everyone safe 
wherever we drive.

Chief Daniel Babich

Westchester Police Department

From the desk of Police Chief Daniel Babich
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Village branch collection for April will 

be the week of the 6th – 10th  

May’s collection will be the week of May 
4th – 8th
June’s collection will be the week of June 
1st – 5th 

The Public Works Department will col-
lect branches the first full working week 
of every month (April-November)

• All brush must be put out on the front 
parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated 
collection day. Branches can be up to 7 
feet in length and stacked with the butt 
ends facing the street in the same direc-
tion. If not stacked properly, a “restack” 
notice will be left.

• Again, please put ALL brush out on 
your designated collection day and 
Public Works crews will determine what 
constitutes an open load, which will be 
picked up later in the week.

• An open load would include any brush 
that will not fit through the chipper such 
as logs, stumps, and large limbs. These 
must be cut for one man to lift. Dirt 
must be removed from any root balls for 
pickup. 

• Public Works Crews will only pass 
through a designated pickup area once 
due to time, scheduling, and other work-
load responsibilities.

Landscapers & tree services are responsi-
ble for their own brush disposal.

Please note the following schedule for 
branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim Rd west to 
Wolf Rd and from Canterbury St south 
to Windsor Dr-including both sides of 
Windsor Dr. Also Waterford, Waverly, 
Camelot and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt Rd south to 
Cermak Rd-from Gardner Rd west to 
Mannheim Rd.

WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt Rd north 
to the expressway and from Gardner Rd 
west to Mannheim  Rd. Also, Roosevelt 
Rd south to Canterbury St from Haase 
Ave west to Heidorn Ave.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west 
to Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 31st 
Street.   

Weekly yard waste collection by S.B.C. 
will occur through the end of December.

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. –  
312-522-1115 

sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 

waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a 
missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly 
to inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including house-
hold chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, 
universal materials, batteries, long fluo-
rescent lightbulbs, and swimming pool 
chemicals. 

This separate collection must be 
pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Leaf Reminders As leaves fall, please 
remember DO NOT pile, blow, or rake 
your leaves into the street. 

This causes storm sewer problems which 
leads to flooding, and it is against Village 
Code. Yard waste is collected by S.B.C. 
through the end of December.

Street Parking Restrictions

From April 1 through November 30, 
parking restrictions are in effect to sup-
port street maintenance activities. 

Please check posted street signs careful-
ly—it is unlawful to park or leave a ve-
hicle parked during designated weekday 
hours on streets marked for maintenance. 

These restrictions help ensure our streets 
stay clean and well-maintained. 

These restrictions are for one side of the 
street, once a week, 7am-3pm as desig-
nated by posted signage. 

Please check the signs at the ends of your 
block or check the Village website so you 
don’t receive a ticket! 

Westchester Tree Replacement 

Program

1. The Village has been planting trees on 
eligible parkways at no cost to the resi-
dent. This replacement program does not 
allow for residents to choose the species 
of tree planted, the location, the number 
of trees planted, nor are residents able to 
opt-out of having a tree planted in the 
Village parkway in front and/or side of 
their residence. 

Please call Public Works if you would 
like to request a tree be planted, sooner 
rather than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the spe-
cies of the tree to be planted, this can be 
achieved through the 50/50 program. 

The resident may choose the tree(s) from 
a list provided by the Village, and shares 

half of the cost of the tree(s) and planting 
with the Village. 

To request the list of 50/50 trees, please 
call the Public Works Department at 708-
345-0041.

As always, residents are asked to call Public Works at 

708-345-0041 if an unusual amount of water is visible 

in the street or parkway.  

This could be a main break or water leak that requires 

our immediate attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends and holidays, 

please call the 

non- emergency number at  708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS
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A sweet treat that’s sugar-free 

and dairy-free? 

Yes, please! 

These no bake cookies are great 
to keep in the freezer for when 
you want a tasty snack; works as 
a quick breakfast or pre-workout 
fuel as well!  

Healthier No Bake Cookies

- 1/2 cup peanut butter
- 1/3 cup coconut oil
- 1/4 cup non-dairy milk 
   (like coconut, almond, soy)
- 1/2 cup maple syrup
- 1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa  
   powder
- 1 tsp vanilla extract

- 1/2 tsp sea salt
- 1.5 cups quick oats

Instructions

- Add peanut butter, coconut oil, 
milk, and maple syrup to a small 
pot and heat over medium low.

- Once the mixture starts to boil, 
let it bubble for one minute and 
then turn heat off.

- Add cocoa powder, vanilla, and 
sea salt and stir. Next, add in oats 
and mix until fully combined.

- Scoop out about 2 tablespoons 
per cookie and place on a parch-
ment paper lined baking sheet.

- Lightly flatten/shape each cookie 

into a circle.

- Refrigerate for one hour and 
enjoy! 

These are best kept in the refrig-
erator or freezer since coconut oil 
starts to melt at room tempera-
ture.

Have a plant-based recipe 

you’d like to share with the 

community?  

Send it to:

GROW@westchester-il.gov  

for consideration for future 

newsletters. 

Recipe of the Month

Earth Day celebrations involve 

actions to protect our planet by 

reducing pollution, planting trees 

and gardens, decreasing the use of 

energy coming from fossil fuels, 

reducing waste, and protecting all 

animals on the planet.  

Some Facts: Over 1 billion people 

participate in Earth Day events 

on April 22nd each year. Since the 

onset of Earth Day in 1970, over 

100 million trees have been plant-

ed in Earth Day events.

Green Fact of the Month

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION
16  APRIL 2026

Earth Month: Small 

Steps, Big Impact   

By: GROW Ecological 

Commission 

Our individual, everyday actions 
(while sometimes seemingly 
small) really do make a big im-
pact! 

Planting only one native plant 
starts to attract more pollina-
tors, changing one meal a week 
from meat to plant-based saves 
gallons of water, buying thrift 
instead of new saves pounds of 
carbon emissions. 

Over time, these actions build 
upon each other to create a 
healthier you, greener Westches-
ter, and a more beautiful world. 
 
This Earth Month, we challenge 
you to reflect on where you are 
and take a step forward in your 
sustainability journey. Wheth-

er that means taking a first step 
like using a reusable water bottle 
instead of plastic or adding one 
more action to your list of many, 
every action you take matters 
and contributes to improved 
environmental quality in your 
home and community.  
 
Here are some ideas to get you 
started!   

 Lifestyle 
 
• Consume Responsibly:  Your 
dollar is your power in creating 
the world you want to see. What 
issues are near and dear to you? 

Shop local or minority owned; 
look for products with certifica-
tions like Certified B, Fairtrade, 
or Forest Stewardship Council 
that meet standards of social 
and environmental sustainabil-
ity; remove impulse purchases 
(wait 30 days - or even a day - to 
evaluate if you really need a new 

purchase); shop thrift or second 
hand.   
• Repair First: Before buying 
new, see if it can be fixed. Em-
brace reuse and repair culture 
by visiting local cobblers, tai-
lors, or electronics repair shops 
(which also supports local busi-
nesses and the local economy). 
Or turn something into a new 
art project. (Save the Date for 
Repair-a-Palooza September 26 
@ Village Hall) 

• Zero Waste Living: Aim to 
go plastic-free and waste-free. 
Switch to reusable bags, use 
bulk-buy stations, unplug ap-
pliances, turn off lights, reduce 
food waste. Every purchase and 
item in the home offers opportu-
nity for change in reducing plas-
tic and waste of resources (and 
saves money in the long run!). 
Save the Date for Reuse-a-Paloo-
za – the community wide garage 
sale - September 19 & 20 

• Talk About It: Talk with 
friends, family, neighbors, col-
leagues, elected officials, etc. 
about the changes you make and 
how easy it can be. This spreads 

your positive impact and you 
may even learn about new 
changes you want to make along 
the way. 
 

 Moving Through the World 
 
• Active Transit: Nothing beats 

the added benefits of walking or 

biking when it comes to trans-
portation options. It’s great for 
your health and the air quality of 
our streets. Is there one errand 
you can do closer to home and 
walk?  

• Public & Electric Options: 
For longer commutes, utilize the 
train, bus or consider making 
your next car an Electric Vehi-

cle (EV).  
 

 In the Home & Garden 
 
• Conserve Water: Shorten your 

showers, install a rain barrel to 
capture runoff from your garden, 
water your garden in the early 
morning or evening to minimize 
evaporation. All are also great 
ways to reduce your water bill.  

• Plant-Based Eating: Change at 
least one meal a week to meat-

less. There are incredible fla-
vors and benefits to explore with 
plant-based eating; you could 
even notice having more ener-
gy, reduced inflammation, and 
overall improved health. (Have 
you tried one of the monthly rec-
ipes in this newsletter?)  

• Solar and Electric Conver-

sions: Consider installing solar 
panels and switching to elec-
tric heat pumps and induction 
stoves. These "home conver-

sions" reduce reliance on fossil 

fuels and often lower long-term 
utility bills. 

• Compost Your Scraps: Instead 
of sending organic waste to the 
landfill (where it produces meth-
ane), start a backyard bin or uti-
lize SBC’s curbside composting 

program. 

• Go Native: Swap grass and 
ornamental flowers for native 

plants. They require less water, 
zero pesticides, and provide vi-
tal habitats for local pollinators. 
They attract more butterflies 
too!  

• Sustainable Lawn Care: If you 
keep a lawn, adopt “Slow Mow 

Summer” and ditch the chem-
icals. Leave grass clippings to 
nourish the soil and make your 
next lawn equipment purchase 
electric. Been missing seeing 
fireflies? This is one way to help 
support a healthy habitat for 
them to come back.  
 
The Big Picture: Sustainability 
comes down to making inten-
tional choices that honor our re-
sources, improve our wellbeing, 
and protect the environment for 
future generations. 

Every gallon of water saved, ev-
ery native flower planted, and 
every bike ride taken adds up. 
With our everyday choices, we 
are all building a healthier wel-
coming Westchester! 
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 March sure flew by! We are all enjoying the warmer tempera-

tures and longer days. April is sure to be another fun-filled month as we 

round out the school year.

 Last month, we had our WPTC meeting in the WIS cafeteria, it 

is a wonderful opportunity to hear about what exciting things our stu-

dents have been doing and what they will be doing in the future. All are 

welcome to attend. Our last and final meeting for the school year will be 

May 6th at 6pm in the WIS cafeteria.

 March also included WIS Parents and Pastries, and Flying High 

Night, which broke a record for attendance! The kids thoroughly en-

joyed themselves, and we hope parents had a well deserved few hours to 

themselves! 

  WPS Parents and Pastries will be held April 9th from 8:00-8:30 

am, and WPS will have their Spring Book Fair April 15th-17th. 

. 

 Our last WMS School Store will be April 30th during lunch. 

Keep an eye out for upcoming events and volunteer opportunities!

Please continue to check our Facebook page

 and website for any updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5

You can also reach the WPTC via email at  wptc925@gmail.com.

Important Dates:

WPS Parents and Pastries: April 9 

WPS Book Fair: April 16-17 

WMS School Store (cash only)- April 30
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            LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB? 
Interfaith Career Network offers FREE assistance; 

OPEN TO ALL! 

“ENERGIZE YOUR JOB SEARCH 
USING YOUR NEW LINKEDIN PROFILE” 

Denis Curtin, Presenter  
Thursday, April 16th at 7pm 

St. John of the Cross Parish Center, 5005 Wolf Road, Western Springs 
 
 

LinkedIn is more than just a job board – it is a powerful tool that 
can help you elevate your job search, grow your professional 

network, and accelerate your career growth. Do not just wait for 
opportunities to come to you—take control of your career journey 

by building an exceptional LinkedIn profile, engaging with your 
network, and staying active within your industry. Your next career 

opportunity might be just one connection away. 
 

Denis Curtin is a LinkedIn Trainer and Coach who helps 
jobseekers and companies optimize their LinkedIn profiles. He 
has been assisting jobseekers at the Holy Family Job Support 

Group in Inverness for the past 25 years and is recognized as one 
of the leading LinkedIn experts in the Midwest. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Visit www.interfaithcareernetwork.com for additional resources! 
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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal
Continued from the front page

The Village Board and staff sin-

cerely appreciate the commit-

ment these business owners 

have made to Westchester. 

We extend our best wishes for 

their continued growth and 

success and thank our residents 

for supporting local entrepre-

neurship. 

Please join the village board 

for a Town Hall meeting for 

Tuesday, June 2nd at 6pm at 

the Westchester Intermediate 

School located at 10900 Can-

terbury.  

More information will be avail-

able on our website and dis-

tributed through e-news in the 

near future.

Last year a number of residents 

advised that they were unaware 

of the Spring Clean-Up day in 

Westchester.  

On Saturday, April 25th, SBC 

Waste is once again providing a 

Spring Clean-Up Collection as 

a part of their agreement with 

the Village.  

It is a single day where you can 

place large items out for gar-

bage collection such as furni-

ture, mattresses, carpet, appli-

ances and more.  

Items must be placed out front 

by 6am on April 25th.  For a full 

list of acceptable items, please 

visit our website.

This year’s Party in the Park 

will be held at the Westches-

ter Community Park on Friday 

and Saturday, July 31st and 

August 1st.  Bands such as Billy 

Elton, Hello Weekend, 

The Blooze Brothers, How 

Rude 90s Tribute, and Hi In-

fidelity are scheduled to per-

form. 

We look forward to another in-

credible event. 

Lastly, please help me con-

gratulate Westchester Police 

Officer Bruno Coltri who was 

recently promoted to the posi-

tion of Sergeant.  

Bruno has been with the de-

partment since 2003 and will 

be formally sworn in this April 

at a board meeting.   
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