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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

As we head into February, I want to extend my 
warmest greetings to all of you. January was an 
extremely cold and wet month and we can only 
hope that the cold weather is behind us.  

Despite the winter weather, the village continues 
to host and partner with others to co-host events 
and classes for residents supporting a wide range 
of needs. The Village hosted a successful veteran’s 
resource fair, senior self-defense class, and energy 
efficiency seminar. 

In January, we saw tremendous interest in our se-
nior self-defense class, which quickly reached full 
capacity, in another great partnership with our 
friends at the Cook County Sheriff ’s office. 

To be a part of future classroom events, visit our 
website and check our weekly e-news for sign-
up information.  Additionally, the Souper Bowl 
event, hosted by the Westchester Food Pantry on 
January 31 brought residents together for a fun, 
charitable cause, raising awareness and support 
for the Pantry. 

These activities highlight how Westchester fosters 
health, wellness, and giving back, and I encourage 
everyone to stay tuned for more such opportuni-
ties as we move forward.

Looking ahead, exciting developments are on 
the horizon for our village. Negotiations con-
tinue with a potential Culver’s franchisee for the 
Mannheim and Roosevelt site, which could bring 

new economic vitality and some wonderful new 
amenities to our area. This project aligns with our 
ongoing efforts to enhance local business growth 
while preserving the character of Westchester. 

We’ll keep you updated as progress unfolds.

As a reminder, winter parking restrictions are in 
effect through March 31 whenever we experience 
two inches or more of snowfall, helping our pub-
lic works teams keep roads safe and clear.  

Public works will not just begin to plow or lay 
down salt once it starts snowing, there are assess-
ments of each predicted snowfall and each antic-
ipated snow event is handled differently based on 
the time of day, predicted temperatures and antic-
ipated total snowfall.  

A localized weather service provides staff with nu-
merous updates throughout a particular weather 
event to make use of our staff time, as well as our 
salt as efficiently as possible. 

In addition to the responsibility of keeping our 
roadways clear during this most recent snow and 
frigid weather event, public works responded to 
three main water breaks that were reported and 
worked swiftly and efficiently during overnight 
hours in temperatures around negative 5 degrees 
making the repairs within a few hours of the re-
ported leak.  Thank you to the committed depart-
ment, working in sub-zero temperatures to main-
tain our water system.   
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FIRE

 Put aFREEZE
on Winter Fires

Home fires occur more in winter than in any other season. As you stay cozy and 
warm this winter, be fire smart!

Half of all home heating fires 
occur in December, January 

and February.

Heating equipment is involved 
in 1 in every 6 home fires and 
1 in every 5 home fire deaths.

Keep anything that can burn 
at least 3 feet from any heat 
source like fireplaces, wood 
stoves, radiators or space 

heaters.

Keep portable generators outside, 
away from windows, and as far 
away from your home as possible.

Install and test carbon monoxide 
alarms at least once a month.


Plug only 1 heat-producing 

appliance (like a space heater) 
into an electrical outlet at a 

time. 

Have a qualified professional 
clean and inspect your chimney 
and vents every year.

Store cooled ashes in a tightly 
covered metal container, and 
keep it outside at least 10 feet 
from your home and any nearby 
buildings.

For more information on how 
to  prevent winter fires, visit 
usfa.fema.gov/winter and 
nfpa.org/winter.



Presented by the Economic Development Committee

From Curiosity to Cuisine: Patel Family Brings Wing Snob Franchise to Westchester
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Starting a new business often begins 
with a simple question. For Kinjal 
and Bhumi Patel, that question led 
to the opening of Wing Snob in 
Westchester. 

Kinjal brings a strong background 
in information technology, while 
Bhumi has experience working in 
motels and hospitals. Like many, 
they have also spent time doing 
DoorDash deliveries, which gave 
them a close look at the local food 
scene. While much of what they en-
countered was typical fast food, they 
noticed that it often lacked freshness 
and satisfaction. That changed when 
they happened upon a Wing Snob 
location.

The experience stood out immedi-
ately. The food was flavorful, fresh, 
and consistently described with one 
word: juicy. Curious to learn more, 
the Patel family began researching 
the brand. They discovered Wing 
Snob was a growing concept that 
originated in Michigan and had 
only a limited presence in Illinois. 
The company was actively seeking 
franchise partners, and the Patels 
saw an opportunity. Determined 
to learn everything they could, the 
family visited multiple Wing Snob 
locations, became regular custom-
ers, sampled the menu extensively, 
and spoke directly with staff. They 
were impressed by the quality of the 
food, the consistency of operations, 
and the overall business model. 
Despite having no prior experience 
in the food industry, their strong 
work ethic and belief in the product 
motivated them to apply.

Once accepted, Kinjal and Bhu-
mi completed extensive training 
through the company, learning 
both kitchen operations and 
front-of-house management. They 
were trained on food preparation, 
temperature control, cleanliness 
standards, and overall business 
operations. When it came time to 
choose a location, several options 
were presented—but Westchester 
quickly stood out.

Through careful research of demo-
graphics, traffic patterns, and time 
spent observing the community 
firsthand, the Patels determined that 
a specific location in Westchester, 
the northeast corner of Roosevelt 
and Manheim, was the perfect fit. 
Working closely with the franchisor 
and Village staff, they built out their 
location. The Patels are filled with 
gratitude to the support the Village 
staff and residents have given them 
since opening, and explained how 

Village leadership stopped by to of-
fer their support, an experience the 
family continues to appreciate.

Wing Snob Westchester held a soft 
opening on January 20, 2025, fol-
lowed by a Grand Opening celebra-
tion in March with support from the 
Village, the Economic Development 
Committee, and the Westchester 
Chamber of Commerce. Marketing 
and community involvement have 
been central to Wing Snob’s growth 
strategy. Believing that investing lo-
cally is essential, the Patels partnered 
with more than 20 local businesses 
and nonprofit organizations, deliver-
ing trays of food simply to introduce 
themselves and build relationships. 
Their team of approximately ten 
employees is trained to create a 
welcoming and positive experience 
for every customer.

While the name “Wing Snob” may 
spark curiosity, the owners are clear 
about what sets the restaurant apart. 
The food is never frozen, made with 
fresh, halal meat, and carefully pre-
pared and marinated in-house. Most 
items—especially the sauces—are 
made from scratch. Wings are the 
staple, but the sauces have earned a 
loyal following, including a custom-
er favorite aptly named Awesome 
Sauce.

In addition to dine-in and takeout, 
Wing Snob offers catering, delivery, 
and promotional specials through 
coupons and mailers. The owners 
have quickly learned that weekends, 
holidays, and major events—such as 
the Super Bowl—require prepara-
tion for large-volume orders. Thanks 
to growing word-of-mouth and a 
loyal customer base, Wing Snob 
Westchester continues to build 
momentum.

The Patel family invites residents 
and visitors alike to stop by, try the 
food, and experience what they 
proudly describe as fresh, flavorful, 
and juicy. Visit Wing Snob today!

Wing Snob
10350 Roosevelt Road,  
Westchester, IL 60154
Phone:  708/277-9464
Website:  WingSnob.com -  
Easy to order online!!! 

Hours:
Monday through Thursday:  	
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday:   
11 a.m. to Midnight
Sunday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. While the name “Wing Snob” may spark curiosity, the owners are clear about what sets the restaurant apart. The food is 

never frozen, made with fresh, halal meat, and carefully prepared and marinated in-house. 
Photo courtesy of yelp.com/wingsnob_westchester

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:
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Building Strong Connections in a Digital Age

POLICE

In today’s world, we can clearly see how soci-
ety is changing in many ways, often making 
life more challenging for families and commu-
nities.

Many years ago, I said that the internet can be 
a good thing—whether it’s shopping, using 
GPS, researching historical events, or even 
completing homework. Today, with the rise 
of AI (Artificial Intelligence), people can use 
technology in new ways, from productivity 
tools to virtual assistance. 

However, while the internet offers many 
benefits, it also has darker sides that can neg-
atively impact children, compromise personal 
information, and, in some cases, be used to 

harm others.

There are individuals online who prey on 
those who are emotionally or psychologically 
vulnerable, promote extreme ideologies, or 
target people facing financial hardship. In 
some instances, harmful online content can 
encourage dangerous behaviors, including 
violence or self-harm.

During these uncertain times, it is more 
important than ever to maintain strong rela-
tionships and open communication with our 
children. 

As parents and caregivers, we should let them 
know we are aware of the risks that exist 

online and take an active role in guiding them. 
Monitoring what children are doing on home 
computers and, especially, on their cell phones 
is critical, as today’s online threats are far more 
sophisticated than in years past.

Our children need to know they can always 
come to us, that honesty is encouraged, and 
that they will be supported through any chal-
lenges they may face. 

Life can feel more overwhelming for kids 
today, as they are exposed to far more infor-
mation—and misinformation—than previous 
generations. Social media and anonymous 
online platforms can contribute to stress, 
anxiety, and depression, particularly when 

false narratives or conspiracy theories spread 
unchecked.

Parents are encouraged to take time to educate 
themselves about online risks and emerging 
technologies. While these conversations may 
not always be easy, they are essential. 

By having them, we show our children that 
we understand their world and that we are 
committed to protecting and supporting them 
throughout their lives—even as they grow into 
adulthood.

Stay safe,
Chief Daniel Babich 

WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER
All defendants are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 

26-00077 01/07/2026 8:36AM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & PELHAM ST

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 
vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 
30 year old female from Ottumwa, IA 
was cited for Improper Lane Usage, and 

Driving while License Suspended. The 
30 year old was released with a Citation 
& Notice and given a court date at the 
4th District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL.

26-00146 01/11/2026 6:35PM  
DOMESTIC BATTERY 
WESTCHESTER, IL 

A 28-year-old male from Westchester 

has been charged with Domestic Battery 
in Cook County Circuit Court following 
a recent incident. The 28-year-old male 
was taken into custody, processed, and 
subsequently transported to the Fourth 
District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood for a bond hearing. 

26-00162 01/12/2026 5:12PM  
TRAFFIC STOP
MANNHEIM RD & DORCHESTER ST 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a ve-
hicle perform a traffic infraction. A 38 
year old female from Cicero, IL was cited 
for Operating vehicle with Suspended 
Registration for Insurance and No Valid 
Drivers License. The 38 year old was re-
leased with a Citation & Notice and giv-
en a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

*This is not a comprehensive list. Please visit www.westchester-il.org/blotter for more information.
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2026 President’s Day 
Holiday Garbage Schedule
There will be no change to the garbage 
collection schedule the week of February 
16, 2026. 

S.B.C yard waste collection will resume 
the week of April 2nd. 

Village branch collection will resume 
the week of April 6th - 10th. 

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. –  
312-522-1115 

sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a 
missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly 
to inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including house-
hold chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, 
universal materials, batteries, long fluo-
rescent lightbulbs, and swimming pool 

chemicals. This separate collection must 
be pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-
1115.

Leaf Reminders As leaves fall, please 
remember DO NOT pile, blow, or rake 
your leaves into the street. This causes 
storm sewer problems which leads to 
flooding, and it is against Village Code. 
Yard waste is collected by S.B.C. through 
the end of December.

Village Snow Restrictions

Public Works crews keep our streets 
free of snow and ice during the winter 
months.

Please assist us by observing the follow-
ing:

• Place garbage cans 3 feet behind the 
curb line- do not place them in the 
street.

• Do not shovel or blow snow back into 
the cleared streets.

• Please observe the “NO PARKING 
SNOW ROUTE” signs.

-The snow portion of the signs will be 
enforced after 2 inches of snowfall be-
tween December 1st and March 31st.

If you reside on a Primary designat-
ed SNOW ROUTE, after 2 inches of 
snowfall you must remove all vehicles 

from the snow route. Vehicles must stay 
off the street until the streets are cleared 
thoroughly by the plows by Public 
Works. 

If the snowfall is continuing, the re-
striction is in place until Public Works 
completes the plowing for the day. Please 
check the signs at the corners of your 
block.

If you reside on a Secondary route, there 
is no parking Sunday, Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday on the even numbered 
house side and no parking Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday on the odd 
numbered house side after 2 inches of 
snowfall. 

Please check the signs at the corners and 
center of your block for guidance. (This 
includes ALL side streets not designated 
a Primary snow route.)

If you have a Fire Hydrant on your park-
way, please help keep the hydrant clear 
of snow so that the Fire Department may 
easily access the hydrant in case of an 
emergency, and so that the snow plows 
may quickly identify the hydrants while 
plowing.

Westchester Tree Replacement 

Program

1. The Village has been planting trees 
on eligible parkways at no cost to the 

resident. This replacement program 
does not allow for residents to choose 
the species of tree planted, the location, 
the number of trees planted, nor are 
residents able to opt-out of having a tree 
planted in the Village parkway in front 
and/or side of their residence. 

Please call Public Works if you would 
like to request a tree be planted, sooner 
rather than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the spe-
cies of the tree to be planted, this can be 
achieved through the 50/50 program. 

The resident may choose the tree(s) 
from a list provided by the Village, and 
shares half of the cost of the tree(s) and 
planting with the Village. To request the 
list of 50/50 trees, please call the Public 
Works Department at 708-345-0041.

As always, residents are asked to 
call Public Works at 708-345-0041 

if an unusual amount of water is 
visible in the street or parkway.  

This could be a main break or water 
leak that requires our immediate 

attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends 
and holidays, please call the 
non- emergency number at 

708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS



12 	 FEBRUARY 2026



         FEBRUARY 2026     13

SEE WATER, PAGE 18
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A bit of comfort in the winter months and 
easy on the budget. For a vegan option 
simply omit the parmesan rind from the 
broth and the grated cheese from the pesto 
sauce.

 
Italian Green Minestrone     
makes 4 servings

Ingredients
• 1 onion - diced (small)
• 4 cloves garlic -sliced
• 1 carrot -diced
• 1 stick celery -diced
• 2 cups green cabbage -shredded
• 1 sprig rosemary
• 8 sprigs thyme
• 3 tbsp olive oil
• 1.5 qt low sodium vegetable stock + more as 
needed
• 1.5 cups golden potatoes -diced into 1/2 inch 

cubes
• 1.5 tsp sea salt + more to taste
• 15 oz canned borlotti or cannellini beans - 
drained and rinsed well
• 1 cup baby arugula or spinach
• 1 tsp black peppercorns
• 4 inches Parmesan rind (optional)

Pesto
• 1 bunch fresh basil (leaves only)
• 1/4 cup toasted pine nuts, walnuts or hazelnuts
• 1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
• 1 lemon -juiced
• 1/4 cup parmesan cheese -grated
• 2 cloves garlic
• 1 pinch sea salt - to taste

Instructions

- Heat up a soup pot on medium flame with a lug 
of olive oil.
- Add the onion, celery and carrot and sauté to-
gether with a pinch of salt for about 10 minutes.
- Add the garlic, rosemary, thyme and pepper-
corns and toss to coat.

- Stir in the cabbage and cook another 5 to 10 
minutes until wilted.
- Add the diced potatoes, Parmesan rind and veg-
etable stock and bring to a simmer. Cook together 
until the potatoes are cooked through, another 10 
minutes. 
- Stir in the cooked beans and spinach/arugula and 
adjust seasonings to taste with more sea salt. While 
the minestrone is cooking make the pesto. 
     
 Pesto
- Add the basil, olive oil, garlic, nuts and half of the 
lemon juice to a food processor and puree until 
smooth. Adjust seasonings to taste with sea salt 
and more lemon juice.
- Ladle the minestrone into bowls and serve with 
spoonfuls of the pesto on top. 
 
Source: http://ciaoflorentina.com/

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to 
share with the community?  

Send it to  GROW@westchester-il.gov  for 
consideration for future newsletters. 

Recipe of the Month

“Palm oil grown without 

sustainability standards is a 

leading cause of tropical defor-

estation worldwide. 

Choose products made with 

sustainably sourced palm oil 

whenever possible.”

Source: United Nations Food 

and 

Agriculture Organization — 

www.fao.org

Green Fact of the Month

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION

A Sustainably Sweet 

Valentine’s Day 

Alexandra Silva 
GROW Commissioner, 

M.S. Ecology & Evolution

Dark chocolate bonbons. White 
chocolate truffles. Milk chocolate 
squares with a gooey caramel fill-
ing. Whether layered into a s’more, 
unwrapped from a tinfoil hug, or 
popped out of a heart-shaped box, 
chocolate is one of life’s joys to 
many of us. 

Each February alone, an estimated 
58 million pounds of chocolate are 
purchased by Americans,  though 
Valentine’s Day is just one of many 
reasons to indulge throughout the 
year. (Mark your calendar: July 7 
is World Chocolate Day). While 
Americans can’t claim to consume 
the most chocolate per capita - 
that title is usually claimed by the 
Swedes - we are a driving force in 
the global chocolate industry. 

Many of the chocolates we do 
adore - think Lindor truffles, Fer-
rero Rocher, and Reese’s Peanut 
Butter Cups - contain a special 
ingredient beyond cocoa: Palm 
Oil. Within chocolates, palm oil, 
or its derivations, can improve 
texture, reduce chances of melt-
ing in warmer climates, and in-
crease shelf-life, meaning less goes 
to waste. It is such a versatile and 
useful ingredient, in fact, that an 
estimated 50% of packaged goods 
found in grocery stores contain 
it, from Oreos to lipstick. Though 
it’s known by a variety of names 
- palmityl alcohol, sodium lauryl 
sulfate, or calcium stearate just to 
name a few - all palm oil is extract-
ed from the fruit of the African oil 
palm tree. 

As a crop, palm oil is more efficient 
than other vegetable oils, meaning 
higher quantities can be produced 
from smaller areas of land. This ef-
ficiency makes it a more environ-
mentally-friendly ingredient than 
other oils, so long as it is grown 
sustainably. Unfortunately, much 
of it is produced using slash-and-

burn agriculture, in which virgin 
rainforest is cut and burned to 
make way for palm oil plantations. 
The result has been large-scale 
deforestation in Southeast Asia, 
imperiling resident orangutans, 
rhinos, and tigers, with similar im-
pacts sprouting across Africa and 
South America as more and more 
land is converted to plantations.
 
So how can we help ensure a Sus-
tainably Sweet Valentine’s Day? 
• Consider using the Valentine’s 
Day Shopping Guide featured here 
to select chocolates produced by 
companies committed to sustain-
able palm oil production. 

• Wondering about a sweet treat 
that isn’t listed on the guide? Use 
the PalmOil Scan mobile app “to 
scan your favorite products and 
learn if the companies who make 
them are members of the Round-
table on Sustainable Palm Oil and 
committed to sustainable palm 
oil.” (And you can scan more than 
just chocolate!)

• Look for the RSPO certified logo 
while shopping (though not all 
certified products currently in-
clude the logo on their packaging).  

Your purchases can help drive 
change, prompting companies to 
use only certified sustainable palm 
oil. With awareness and small 
changes to our purchasing habits, 
we can have an orangutan-friend-
ly, sustainably sweet, Valentine’s 
Day. 

Download the PalmOil Scan app to learn if the company is committed to 
sourcing sustainable palm oil.  

Valentine’s Day Shopping Guide
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NEW YEAR, NEW JOB? 
Interfaith Career Network offers FREE assistance                                

Open to all! 

Thursday, February 19th from 7-9 pm 
 
"Put Free Career Tools & Services to Work - How College of 

DuPage Can Empower Your Job Search" 

Christine Kickels, Presenter 
Expand your job search at the College of DuPage Library, a resource available 
to the entire community as well as current students. Hear about the top-
notch tools they offer for researching industries, identifying local employers, 
and job searching in the age of AI. From accessing these resources to how to 
get help with your questions, you’ll leave this session with a new set of tools 
to advance your job search. 

Christine Kickels is a Professor and Reference Librarian at the College of 
DuPage with over 25 years of experience connecting people with high-level 
business and legal resources that are often difficult to access. She enjoys 
showing others how to navigate these specialized tools to find a competitive 
edge in their research and career goals. 

We look forward to seeing you at St. John of the Cross Parish Center, 5005 
Wolf Road, in Western Springs on 2/19 at 7pm.   Everyone is welcome and 
there is no cost to attend.  

For additional resources visit www.interfaithcareernetwork.com 
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PPrroovviissoo  HHaannddyymmaann  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

  

BBeellllwwoooodd  ·  BBeerrkkeelleeyy  ·  BBrrooaaddvviieeww  ·  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  ·  FFoorreesstt  PPaarrkk  ·  HHiillllssiiddee  ·  
LLaaGGrraannggee  PPaarrkk  ·  MMaayywwoooodd  ·  MMeellrroossee  PPaarrkk  ·  NNoorrtthh  RRiivveerrssiiddee  ·  

NNoorrtthhllaakkee  ·  SSttoonnee  PPaarrkk  ·  WWeessttcchheesstteerr  ·  WWeesstteerrnn  SSpprriinnggss  

++  OOnnllyy  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviissoo  TToowwnnsshhiipp++  

 

FFeebbrruuaarryy  22002266  
Do you know that ceiling fans help distribute heat evenly to your rooms. 

Are yours in good working order? When was the last time you changed the filters in your       
furnace?   

Give our Handyman office a call to schedule an appointment or to register for our program. 

CCaallll  770088--554477--44000011  

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and          
disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                      

Gay F. Chase · Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 
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We hope that Westchester School district’s students, 
families, and friends were able to come out for the 

WPTC Family Day with the Chicago Wolves. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to see some hockey with 
friends and family.   

February is upon us, and we have some exciting events 
coming up this month for our students.

WIS and WPS will be having their Mid-Year celebra-
tion, popcorn day, and their Valentine’s Day parties this 

month.

WMS will be enjoying their February After school 
Hangout, and School store.. 

We are in need of volunteers to help to make these spe-
cial events happen, we cannot have these events for the 
students without the help of our amazing volunteers. 

WMS After School Hangout February 13

WPS/WIS Valentine’s Day Parties February 13

WMS School Store February 26 (Cash only)

Please continue to check our Facebook page 

and website for any updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5

You can also reach the WPTC via email at  

wptc925@gmail.com.

Our Facebook page is useful to stay up to date with us. 

You are always welcome to contact any of the WPTC Board 

members at wptc925@gmail.com with any questions, 

concerns or feedback that you may have.
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Saturday, February 21, 2026 

Joe ’ s Saloon  

$40 donation includes  

RAFFLE PRIZES !  

Net proceeds benefit the needs of local communities 

9220 47th Street • Brookfield  

708 / 207 - 3004 

W interfest  

Appetizers ••Beer 
Well Drinks  • Wine 

Purchase your ticket from a 
Lions Club member 
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